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SILVER SPRINGS MARCHES
TO PONTIAC MUSEUM
BY Pat Markert/ pictures by Bob Markert

After 3 years of talking and planning, the
Silver Springs Chapter had their tour to Pontiac
on October 29. Leaving the McDonalds in Sandwich at 9 am they started a scenic drive from
there to downtown Pontiac.

This picture was taken in the Route 66 museum in
Pontiac. The lady in the cool Halloween sweatshirt was the docent. She filled us in on all the
interesting items on display.
In the middle of the day, we all gathered
at Bernardi’s Restaurant for a wonderful lunch
and some interesting conversation.

One of the lovely cars in the Pontiac Museum.

Above Jean
& Tom Roche,
Al Matison and
Bob Ronning.
L to R: Jack &
Mary Weymouth
and John &
Candy Medgyesi
L to R: Pat Markert, John Palka and Chris Schurrer chat at the Pontiac Museum.

An Oakland is
one of the cars
at the Pontiac
Museum.

L to R: John
Palka and Chris
Schurrer
All in all it was good weather, good museums, good roads and good friends. Can’t ask for
than that.
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US 41 GEM FOUND
By Christopher Schurrer
Recently, I embarked on a journey to
achieve one of my goals, traveling U.S. Rt. 41 and
it's original alignments from end to end. I left on
this 18 day journey beginning at Foster and Lake
Shore Drive in Chicago and planned to travel to
Miami Beach, the end of the longest alignment of
U.S. Rt. 41 throughout history. Hurricane Irma
shortened my plans, but it was not before I found
this gem of an
antique automobile
museum.
Tucked away
in a former bakery
in a very industrialized area just
southeast of downtown Nashville, Tennessee along U.S. Rt. 41 is the
Lane Motor Museum. This unimposing structure
hides one of the most unique museum I have ever
had the pleasure to visit. There are 150 cars and
motorcycles on the museum floor, with many more
in a storage space where they rotate to and from
the museum floor over time.
As many know, "unique" interests me, and I
had my fill here. Out of those 150 cars, I had
seen, or at least heard of about 10 of them, no
more than 15
certainly.
The collection, which
heavily features European cars of
many eras
(especially
England,
Germany,
This one-of-a-kind 1932 Helicron was
Sweden,
found in a French barn in 2000 having
France, and
been placed there in the late 1930's
Czechoslovaby the original owner, the propellor driven vehicle was restored to opera- kia), but it
tional condition. Believe it or not, the does contain
a handful of
vehicle passed the French safety inspection in 2000 and is street legal.
American
cars. Outside of country of manufacture, there are many
aerocars, micro cars, and everything in between.
Not only cars and motorcycles, but the museum

featured bicycles, military vehicles, and European
posters, advertisements, and technical drawings
of automobiles.

The hallway of motorcycles.

Bicycles, bicycles, bicycles!
In the hour I had from stumbling upon this
museum, until when the museum closed, I tried to
see everything and get photos of everything I
could. One thing I noticed right away was that
almost every
vehicle had a
license plate
affixed to it.
There was also
a person walking
from a corner
of the museum,
which was a machine shop, to a
vehicle, working
on them while
the museum was
open. I came to One of the few familiar faces, a
1956 Volkswagen Beetle.
find out that
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US 41 GEM continued
almost every vehicle in the collection runs and
operates, and the few that do not are currently
being worked on (with parts being customized in
the machine shop). A valiant effort indeed!

I remember what my mother told me when I was
a child. "Look up, look down, look all around."
That effort is seen in the building itself.
When it was purchased to be the museum, the
bakery, which was built in 1951, had been vacant
for about 15 years when purchased in 2002. It
was Mr. Lane's vision to restore the building to
it's former grandeur as a showcase for the vehicles he is also restoring.
The last thing I did before the museum
closed was watch the welcome video (I have always been a little backwards, haven't I?). It was
there where I learned a lot of the background of
the museum and the collection which started the
museum donated by Mr. Jeff Lane. I soon realized that Mr. Lane, who was narrating the video,
was the same person who was walking back and
forth working on different vehicles while I was
there.

A line of Saab's, from Left to Right : 1992 Saab
900, 1969 Saab 96V4, 1958 Saab 93 and a 1950
Saab 92.

This is a museum of a different sort, and what I
consider a must see for anyone traveling around
the Nashville area.

The 1961 Chevrolet Corphibian Protoype built by
Chevrolet Engineers Richard E. Hulten and Roger
D. Holm under a company named Hulten - Holm
Company (this prototype was not an official Chevrolet project), it is based on the Corvair Loadside
Pickup. It features a full fiberglass hull, extended bed, and twin propellers, and retaining
the Corvarir's air cooled engine and automatic
transmission. The idea was very similar to the
Amphicar which was launched the same year.
Unlike the Amphicar though, only one Corphibian
exists. Hulten and Holm hoped Chevrolet would
purchase the idea for production. It never happened.

A 1959 LARC LX. It can go just about anywhere
it needs to, with 4 Detroit Diesel engines, twin
props (it is amphibious), four wheel drive, and two
or four wheel steering. It is over 62 feet long,
26 feet wide, 20 feet wide. The tires themselves
are 9 feet high. Surprisngly, given its size, the
turning radius of the vehicle is only 75 feet. The
vehicle was driven here in 2005 from the Port of
Nashville.
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US 41 GEM

continued

The 1961 Von Dutch "Rocket Car", a vehicle built
by Kenny Howard (aka Von Dutch) which was believed to be a prop for a movie, but no film of it
exists. The main portion of the car began as a
120 gallon belly tank from a USAF F - 86 Sabre
Jet fighter. It is powered by a Harley - Davidson
UL Flathead engine.

BALLOTS
ARE
COMING!
BALLOTS
ARE COMING!
LOOK FOR THEM.

FOR SALE

A scene from the machine shop with a work in
progress.
A 1936 Praga
Baby. Praga began making cars
in 1907. The
Baby, debuting
in 1934, was
designated as
the most elegant small car at
the 1934 Berlin
Car Show. It
featured the
first fully synchronized gearbox in Czechoslovakia. It also features a backbone frame and 4 - wheel independent suspension.

New in the box, never usedCovercraft-soft tan flannel car
cover probably more for indoor
use though it says treated for
water repellency. Fits extra
large American car. Was ordered for late sixties,
early seventies full size Ford.
$175.00 or best offer.
Contact John Palka cell 847-370-6902 or email
at palka@att.net.
Thank you

ISO:

Looking for a garage, warehouse, or barn space for one
vehicle or several.
Immediate occupancy.
Gonzo Terry 847-630-7955
gonzo5240@aol.com

ISO:

Looking to buy a used enclosed car trailer,
20' minimum length.
Gonzo Terry 847-630-7955
gonzo5240@aol.com
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THE
SWEETEST
PLACE ON
EARTH

Also, Darlene and I attended the RM
Sotheby's auction at the Hershey Lodge. Up for
auction was one of only five 1933 Pierce Arrow
Silver Streak's ever built. It sold for $2.3 million.

By Dan Sobczyk
Hershey, the AACA meet, not the candy is
what I'm talking about. The weather was perfect
and the collection of cars on the show field was
stunning. At the end of the show, you're able to
see all the cars depart, what a thrill!
There was an assortment of vehicles from
motorcycles to Greyhound buses. We saw the
personal car of Walter P. Chrysler, a 1937 Chrysler Imperial, was at the show. The car was built
for his wife and it was a stunning automobile. Riding on a 144 inch wheelbase with a custom body
by Lebaron.

Darlene admiring the 1933 Pierce Arrow Silver
Streak. Only 5 of these were built and this is #1.

The personal car of Walter P. Chrysler

The head scratcher of the auction was a Nash
Metropolitian that sold for $87,000. Quite a sum
for a little car.
It's a great opportunity to be able to
judge at Hershey because you get to see the cars
up close.
If you have the chance to attend Hershey, please do; for a car person, it is "The
Sweetest Place on Earth"

BALLOTS
ARE
COMING!
BALLOTS
ARE COMING!
The interior photo is of the Walter P. Chrysler
car

LOOK FOR THEM.
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HERSHEY ONE OF THE
BEST

On Thursday night we visited the Antique
Automobile Museum in Hershey. The theme this
year was "Barn Finds", rare vehicles which have
been found after decades of slumber.

by Chris Schurrer

Hershey - One of the most well known
antique car shows and swap meets in the world, iis
considered to be a show that a car person should
attend at least once in their lives. The AACA Fall
Eastern Meet in Hershey, Pennsylvania this year
was on par with its reputation as being one of the
best.
I arrived in Hershey with Des Plaines Valley Members Lee Nelson and Bob Finley on
Wednesday morning and with a quick stop for
breakfast and provisions went to the swap meet.
To walk past every vendor and past every vehicle
in the car corral and car show, it is a 38 mile walk
past treasure upon treasures - car parts, automobiles and related memorabilia. I spent time in
Franklin Row, a section of vendors on the north
end devoted to the Franklin Automobile.
Thursday, the longest day at a whopping
16.5 mile walk, brought me through the car corral,
where there were many cars I would love to have
"if I just had that extra garage space", and then
to the Chocolate Field and Chocolate Annex to
get parts to fix those cars in my garage. I stumbled across a truck produced by American Locomotive Company (Alco). Known for its durable locomotives, this truck was quite a sight of engineering to behold.

I was lucky enough to be there as the owner was
moving this Alco truck it from this space to a different location.

A Ford Brewster part of the "Barn Finds" Collection at the Museum.
Friday started with Cars and Coffee,
which was a sneak peek into the storage buildings
that are normally closed to the public. These vehicles are owned by the museum, and are waiting
to rotate into the museum itself. They are tightly
squeezed into the building but one could find
their way around with some strategy.

The 1947 Kasiser "Bodacious" a customer made
vehicle intended to entice Kasier to build pickup
trucks. It never happened, but the prototype
survives.
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HERSHEY: ONE OF THE
BEST continued

And then there is Saturday. Even with how
amazing Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday were,
Saturday is the icing on the cake and the cherry
on top all rolled into one. I would be able to rationalize driving all night there and all night back
JUST to visit this one day.
Just as the sun rose , we walked out to the
show car entrance to watch the cars arrive. The
two lane road alongside the show field is closed
except for vehicles entering the show. What happens then is a small glimpse back in time. It is
great to see these vehicles operating under their
own power and we got front row seats. We were
joined by John Otto to watch the vehicles arrive.

The custom built Australian 1973 Mohs Safarikar
- only one of 3 ever produced.

A Checker Taxi Cab nicely restored entering the
show field.
This year's show, I was told, was one of
the largest they have had in years. We stood for
about 3 hours at the entrance watching a virtually
non - stop parade of vehicles of all types arriving.
After that, we traveled through the show
field to see all of the cars up close, staying there
until 3 in the afternoon to see everything.

A 1930 Willys - Knight Great Coupe. A very rare
vehicle which was way ahead of its time, and debuted right around the stock market crash of
1929, only two now are known to exist.
And in what seems like a flash, the Hershey Week has passed and is in the books. Another wonderful show. Here is to already looking
forward to next year's.

The sea of treasures that await you at Hershey!
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WEBMASTER:
Dan Sobczyk
Email: djsobczyk@yahoo.com
(H) 847-428-0247
ILLINOIS REGION
The Illinois Region serves northeastern Illinois.
Meetings are held on the second Saturday of odd
numbered months at various locations.
MEMBERSHIP:
Andy Voss
2588-B Rock Creek Rd.
Plano, IL 60545.
Phone: 630-552-7590
(cell) 630-605-8392
Email: andyjanevoss@aol.com
Please contact Andy with questions about
membership and/or address corrections. Annual
dues are $23 for both individual and joint memberships. Membership in the National AACA is an
absolute prerequisite for membership in the Illinois Region.
OFFICERS
PRESIDENT: ?
VICE-PRESIDENT & ACTIVITIES
Dan Sobczyk
822 Bannock Road
East Dundee, IL 60118
(H) 847-428-0247
Email: djsobczyk@yahoo.com
SECRETARY:
Darlene Sobczyk
822 Bannock Road
East Dundee, IL 60118
(H) 847-428-0247
Email: djsobczyk@yahoo.com
TREASURER:
Joe Dolezal
5826 Bentley Ave.
Clarendon Hill, IL 60514
(H) 630-986-1526
Email: jdolezal@sbcglobal.net
ARCHIVIST:
Chris Schurrer
Email:hpdog259962@gmail.com
(H) 815-344-3775.

EDITOR OF SIDELIGHTS:
Pat Markert
4600 Stonewall
Downers Grove, IL 60515
(H) 630-852-9893
Email: aacapat@aol.com
All materials should be submitted by the 20th
of the month.
DIRECTORS:
Through 2017
Ernie Hart
Chris Schurrer
Rick Shaw
Darlene Sobczyk
Through 2018
Joe Dolezal
John Otto
Shirley Salm
Dan Sobczyk
Through 2019
Steve Kolish
Jeanne Marcotte
Bob Markert
Nancy Nelson

CHAPTER CONTACTS

Des Plaines Valley President: Lee Nelson
815-729-0366
l-n522@juno.com
Fox Valley
President: Dan Sobczyk
847-428-0247 djsobczyk@yahoo.com
Momence
President: Ernie Hart
815-472-6207 edgetown5@aol.com
Silver Springs
President: Al Matison
815-414-1239
almatison@hotmail.com
Chapter meetings are held the third Wednesday
of every month at member homes.
Waukegan-North Shore
President: Chris Schurrer
815-344-3775 hpdog259962@gmail.com
Chapter meetings are held the second Friday of
the month September through May (excepting
December ) at State Bank of the Lakes, 50 Commerce Dr., Grayslake, IL 60030
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Law on antique vehicles—print this out and keep it in
your antique car.
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Law on expanded use antique vehicles—print this out and
keep it in your antique car.

