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JUMP
INTO
JACKSON
The Illinois Region is heading to Jackson
Michigan for the Fall Tour. This is new territory
for the Illinois Region to explore. We have only
had 2 trips into Michigan in our history and those
were both on the western edge of the state.
However, it is still only about 225 miles.
We are staying at the Comfort Inn in
Jackson. However the hotel is currently fully
booked. Here are some nearby locations: Fairfield Inn 517-784-7877 (about $130)/ Hampton
Inn 517-788-5151 (about $150)/ Super 8 517788-8780 (about $60).
One
of our stops
will be the
Southern
Michigan
Railroad
which departs from
downtown
Tecumseh
and runs through the beautiful Raisin River Valley. The 2 hour trip will cross a magnificent
bridge providing a priceless view of the valley.
There will be a stop for complimentary cider and
donuts at the museum.

Interior of
railroad car.

Another stop on our tour will be the Michigan International Speedway which hosts some of
America’s best racing action. It has an 18° bank

and 73 foot wide sweeping turns and is the
.

Continued on page 4
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NATIONAL NEWS
For more information on National events see aaca.org

OCTOBER 15 - 18 REGION Fall Tour to

Jackson Michigan /Hotel reservations should be
made by September 15. Comfort Inn (517) 7680088 mention AACA Illinois Region car club/
group rate is $112.49 + tax per night. For more
information see pages 1 and 4
OCTOBER 24 Fox Valley Chapter Pot Luck &
Auction at AMS, Inc. at 3N545 17th St, St
Charles, IL, the business of Marge & Art Swanson. 4:30 pm start
NOVEMBER 14 REGION Board Meeting
hosted by Momence chapter at Bourbonnais Public Library at 250 W. John Casey Road 10:30
JANUARY 16, 2016 REGION Board Meeting
and Annual Members Meeting hosted by Region
Board
APRIL 3, 2016 Region Swap Meet at Don
McCue Chevrolet

October 7-10
Eastern Fall Meet
Hershey, PA.
Host: Hershey Region
November 5-7
Central Fall Meet
Houma, LA.
Host: Lagniappe Chapter/ Louisiana
Region
Contact: Fred Duplechin
985-803-0672
centralfall2015@gmail.com
February 11-13, 2016
AACA Annual Meeting
Philadelphia, PA
717-534-1910
March 17-19, 2016
Winter Meet
Naples, Marco Island Region
Naples, Florida
April 7-10, 2016
Southeastern Spring Meet
Hornets Nest Region
Charlotte, North Carolina
704-847-4215

FACE

+

BOOK

WANTED: FACEBOOK
CO-ORDINATOR

The Region would like to organize and
establish a Facebook page on the Internet.
The Board feels it would be a good way of
communicating with non-members about some
of the “open to all” activities the Region
sponsors. Hopefully, we will snare some new
members along the way.
So-o-o-o-o if you know anything about
Facebooking and are willing to give some time
to the Region, this is your chance.
You can do it from home. You can do it
when it is convenient for you. Call Don Juday
at 708-354-5095 and chat.

CHAPTER CONTACTS
Des Plaines Valley President: Lee Nelson
815-729-0366
l-n522@juno.com
Fox Valley
President: Dan Sobczyk
847-428-0247 dansobczyk@yahoo.com
Momence
President: Ernie Hart
815-472-6207 edgetown5@aol.com
Silver Springs
President: Al Matison
815-414-1239
almatison@hotmail.com
Chapter meetings are held the third Wednesday
of every month at member homes.
Waukegan-North Shore President: Bob Grutza
847-295-6996 bob.grutza@yahoo.com
Chapter meetings are held the second Friday of
the month September through May (excepting
December ) at the Gorton Community Center 400
E. Illinois Rd., Lake Forest, IL.
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THE PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

FROM THE EDITOR’S
DESK . .

HELP WANTED!

Nominations for the
four open Illinois Region
Board seats are now being
accepted by the Nominating Committee (Linda
Dolezal, Nancy Nelson, and Pete Kramer). Each of
the five Chapter Presidents has been asked to
submit the name of a member of his/her Chapter
to the Nominating Committee Chair, Linda
Dolezal, to be included on the ballot. If the Chapter relinquishes that right, the Committee may
place a name on the ballot. The Region President
may also nominate a Region member who has no
Chapter affiliation. Region members may submit
their names to the Region President or the Nominating Committee Chair to be placed on the ballot.
The Nominating Committee then prepares a ballot
listing the names of the candidates and it is
mailed to the Region membership no later than
the first of December. They are asked to choose
four candidates and return their ballots to the
Nominating Committee Chair by December 31.
It’s a straight forward election process
with only one “catch,” candidates. This is the time
for members of the Region with an interest in and
ideas for the Region to step forward and volunteer to have their name placed on the ballot. The
term of office is three years. There are six
Board meetings per year hosted by the various
Chapters of the Region. There is, at times, committee responsibility, but none that is overwhelming or all time consuming. Board membership provides a platform for your ideas, an opportunity to
serve the Region and a chance to broaden your
base of friends.
For the last eight years I have had the
pleasure of serving on the Region Board . . . as
Treasurer for five years and President for three.
The group of men and women that I have worked
with are hardworking, talented and dedicated.
Their single goal is to make the Illinois Region
better . . . more practical, more inclusive and
more enjoyable. Do yourself a favor! Contact me
or Linda Dolezal to place your name on the ballot.

Don

I recently received a copy of Sidelights
put out by the South Florida Region of the AACA.
In that issue there was a story about a junkyard/ art museum in White Georgia that had over
4200 old cars dating from the 1930’s to 1972.
Dean Lewis is the owner of this treasure
trove. The 32 acre property was bought by his
parents in the 30’s where they erected a general
store that also sold car parts.

Lewis stopped selling car parts some years
ago when he realized he could charge people to
come and walk through the yard. He charges $15
to view and $25 to photograph the vehicles. He
gets photographers from as far away as Thailand.
For more info and more pictures go to
www.oldcarcityusa.com or www.cbsnews.com. You
know what they say, “One man’s junk is another
man’s treasure.” Can’t think of a better example
than this.

Pat
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TOUR

continued

fastest
track in
NASCAR.
When it
opened in
1968, the
center
grandstand sat
12,000
and over- Aerial view of Michigan International
looked
the two mile oval track. Today, the track has
seating for about 72,000 cheering NASCAR fans.
We will be going behind the scenes of the
facility. Part of the tour will take us out on the

View from Pit Road Suites
track to experience what an 18° bank on a turn
REALLY means. Then, we will leave the track and
move onto the road course. We will go through
the infield tunnel and stop at the media center.
While in the infield we will see the Pit Road
Suites and
then go to
the roof to
get a view of
the whole
track.
This
will be one
exciting adventure for
“CAR GUYS.”
Turn #1 at Speedway.

So come
join the fun at the fall tour.

COWBOY CONCERT A HIT

On the evening of September 12, a number
of members of the WANS chapter gathered in
Woodstock to attend a concert of the Riders in
the Sky.
Most of the attendees gathered together
at the Public House Restaurant in the old court

house. After a lovely dinner and interesting conversation, the group adjourned to the Woodstock
Opera House for the concert.
The Opera House was built in 1889 to
house the library, council room, justice court, fire
department and second floor auditorium for the
City of Woodstock. The Patti Rosa Company put
on the inaugural performance of MARGERY DAW
on Thursday September 4, 1890. It is a beautifully restored theater with great acoustics and
wonderful sight lines.
Riders in the Sky performed for almost 2
hours with a combination of music and comedic
routines. It was a fun evening.
This group, which gave its first concert in
November of 1977, is the first and only exclusively Western group to join the Grand Ole Opry.
They have been travelling the country for 38
years singing cowboy songs and making people
laugh.
These 2 time Grammy winners are probably best known for performing “Woody’s Round
Up” in Toy Story 2 for which they won their first
Grammy in 2001 (Best Musical Album for Children ). Two years later, Riders roped their second Grammy in the same category, for "Monsters
Inc. - Scream Factory Favorites.”
It was a fun evening.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Do you have something to say? This is the place! I will publish letters to the editor
as long as they meet the following criteria: 1) no inappropriate language 2) no personal attacks 3) all entries must be signed. Write away!
Editor’s Note: In the September issue of Sidelights, I included a Trivia Quiz question: What
car was the first to have an electric starter? Answer: 1912 Cadillac. Then I heard from Richard.
Pat,
Good articles, one correction, Cadillac was not the
first electric starter. Peerless “Electric lights
and electric starter were standard equipment on
all models for 1912. With the introduction of the
electric starter Peerless was able to increase the
size of their six cylinder engines.” Model 37-L-5” bore—7” stroke—824.8 Cu. In.”
The Cadillac starter designed by Kettering had a
shunt winding that gave it the power in a smaller
form to turn over the gas engines. The Peerless
electric starter was almost as big as the transmission but they advertised that if the engine
didn’t start you could drive the car a short distance with the starter. Peerless like other manufacturers went with the Kettering design starter
by 1915.
Richard H. Lichtfeld
********************************************
Editor’s Note: Last month I wrote about Ransom
Olds. I was fascinated by a name that meant
“money given for kidnapping.” A friend of Mike
Miner’s sent me the following.
Pat,
My very good friend Mike Miner & I were visiting
yesterday about regarding RE Olds & your
recent article. I came up with information to
share with you regarding Olds interesting first
name.
Ransom is actually an old English male/ boy
first name...found more prevalent in or during the
Victorian Era. There were several "meanings" associated to this unusual name. In my limited research I found no immediate link to any family
ancestor with the same first name...but it's always a possibility. The Olds family is of English
ancestry & decent apparently on his fathers
side. It was a different time I would suppose &
given his father's unusual name....I guess maybe
not so unusual.
Ransom Eli Olds 1864-1950. His nick-

name was "Ranny". Went by R.E. Olds as an
adult. He was the youngest son in that family,
born in Cleveland & later moved to Lansing. Pliny
Fiske Olds the father & Sarah Whipple Olds the
mother.
His list of ideas, inventions, innovations &
accomplishments were many including the concept, use & development of the assembly line
prior to Henry Ford. Olds Motor Works which
eventually became Oldsmobile as we all know with
a run of about -107- years till the marque'
dropped in 2004- during the GM reorganization. They were (are) wonderful cars. My Dad
was an Olds dealer.
Olds was also a Freemason belonging to
Capitol Lodge # 66 located then in Lansing,
Michigan. I guess with a name like Ransom....you
had to be good at about everything you did. Hope
this information will be helpful to you.
Mike Dooley
********************************************
Hi Pat,
Liked your September column. What happened to identities like Electra, DeVille, etc.???
You call them alphabet soup . . . I say they are
three-lettered roller skates. The only full sized
six passenger vehicle isn’t a car. What is called a
full sized car now is little bigger than a 1964
Ford Falcon. A “mid-sized” car is barely larger
than a Kaiser Henry J.
Back to what will carry six passengers is a
12 mpg Expedition/Tahoe. Huh? What’s really
interesting is that the mileage has not changed in
the slightest carrying six passengers.
Your friend and fellow member,
Mike Miner
********************************************
Hi Pat,
Thank you so much for including the picture of our 36 Chevrolet Master Deluxe Town Sedan at the Geneva Concours dElegance. We had a
splendid time.
My mom Lynn Brayton, has been going
through some difficult medical issues lately. She
is not up to talking on the phone at this time.
Continued on page 6
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Fox Valley Tales

NOTICE TO VETERANS

by Don Juday
To soften the blow of the
“car season” winding down and
cruise nights, shows and picnics
ending, the Fox Valley Chapter is
looking forward to its Pot Luck and
Auction. Hosted by Art and Marge
Swanson at AMS, Saint Charles,
the annual event begins at 4:30
p.m. with dinner being served at 5:00 p.m. Dinner
will be followed by a brief business meeting to
plan activities and elect officers for 2016. Members are then asked to dig deeply into their pockets to bid on an array of useful and usable items
donated by the Chapter’s members. Proceeds
from the auction benefit both the Chapter and a
worthy cause chosen by the Chapter members in
attendance. Detailed information will be available
closer to the day of the event.

By Pat Markert/ information provided by Lee
Nelson
Illinois now offers to veterans, a special

From the kitchen of:

license of state ID with the “veteran” designation
on it. Many stores and restaurants give discounts
to veterans. This designation will make it easier
for vets to take advantage of these.
Steps for US military veterans to obtain a
veteran designation:
1. Visit an Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs field office and bring a validated copy of
a DD214 or Certification of Military Service
(NA Form 13038) For more information or to
find your nearest field office, please contact
the Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs
at 800-437-9824 or visit http://
www.illinois.gov/veterans/
2. Obtain official certification from the Illinois
Department of Veterans’ Affairs field office.
3. Bring certification to any Illinois Secretary of
State Driver Services facility.

MARILYN OHLENDORF

Editor’s Note: Found this recipe in the January—
February 1984 issue of Sidelights.
Potato Casserole
2

1 lb. bags frozen hash
brown potatoes, thawed
1/2 stick butter, melted
1 can cheddar cheese soup
1 can cream of chicken soup
1 8 oz. carton of sour
cream
Small amount of chopped
onions
Mix thoroughly and put in a
9 X 11 pan sprayed with cooking spray.
Topping:
2 cups of crushed corn flakes
1/2 stick butter, melted
Mix and sprinkle over top of casserole.
Bake 1 hour at 300° (uncovered). Serve hot.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Continued from page 5

However if anyone would like to send
a get well card. It would be greatly
appreciated. The address to send it
to: Lynn Brayton / 835 Margret St. / Des
Plaines, IL. 60016-6315
See you down the road,
John & Dawn Brayton
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WORD SEARCH: AMERICAN CARS
Find the names of these American cars hidden in this
puzzle. Answers are forward, backward and diagonal.
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Chrysler
Corvette
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Lincoln
Mercury
Mustang
Nash
Oldsmobile
Packard
Plymouth
Pontiac
Rambler
Studebaker
Thunderbird
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Answer next month
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From Nov—Dec 1970 Sidelights

THROUGH THE WAUKEGAN
WINDSHIELD

By George Belanger
In October the Wisconsin Region held the
Fall Tour at Mt. Horeb, WI, attended by twelve
Illinois Region members, with a total of thirty
cars. The tour began in Milwaukee on a beautiful
Friday afternoon, and traveled en masse to Mt.
Horeb. Jim Manz blew the engine in his Lincoln
Zephyr just out of Milwaukee (he won the Hard
Luck Trophy), lucky guy.

Wendell Ohlendorf’s 1940 La Salle on Fall tour.
On Friday night there was a Halloween
party with most members dressed in costumes
and lasting until the wee hours. On Saturday, one
of the sunniest days of the year, we started a 115
mile tour. The coffee stop was something. No
coffee! The car carrying the coffee ran out of
gas. Great scenery with lots of color. At noon we
had a buffet lunch, and then on to a visit to the
House On The Rock. Along about this time Grant
Ross’s Paige started to be sick, but managed to
finish the tour with a blown head gasket. Grant
disconnected two cylinders and ran on the other
four the rest of the way. Jerry Hughes dragged
along with a burned out generator in his Mercury;
otherwise no one had any trouble.
Saturday PM: cocktails, dinner and a late
party (great host). Sunday AM: short tour (for
some) and everyone home on his own. Thank you,
Wisconsin Region!

FOR SALE

1997 Pontiac Grand Am,
4 dr, VG, AC, AT, PS, PB,
PW, PL, sunroof, tape &
CD player, “PLUM” color,
high mileage, many new
parts, no rust, excellent condition but needs
muffler & PW repair.
$2000 OBO
Warren Lauridsen
630-766-3372

For Sale •

1980 Lincoln Continental Town Coupe • 351 V8 •
Automatic Overdrive Transmission • Power Steering, Brakes, Windows, Door Locks, Trunk, Antenna, Mirrors and Seats • Twin Comfort Lounge

Seats Upholstered in Camel Colored Leather •
“Dark Chamois Metallic” Exterior • Camel Colored
Coach Roof with Integrated Coach Lamps • Premium Body side Moldings • Lacy Spoke Aluminum
Wheels • “. . . the epitome of prestigious, luxurious, comfortable automobiles.” • Second Owner
Vehicle •
Contact Don Juday at (708) 354-5095, (708) 767
-7160 or ncjdlj@aol.com for pricing information.

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome our new members:
Charles & Linda Mormino
1219 Paddock Rd.
Spring Grove, IL 60081
Home: 815-675-2806
Other: 815-382-3422
Email: cjmormino@wishcom.net
AACA#: /15
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The following have supported our
Illinois Region Car Show. Please give them
your support if you can. Thank you.

Deluxe Auto Werks
Complete Auto Body Refinish & Repair
Certified ASE, STG, PPG

Auto Tops &
Upholstery

946 Ogden Ave.
Downers Grove, IL
630-810-0424

www.mistertrim.com

Owner: Darrell Duchon

1255 E. Bailey Rd.
Naperville, IL

(630) 596-0880

SCOTT STASTNY
630-293-7750
Fax 630-293-7790

319 Wilson St.
West Chicago, IL 60182

Jack Emerson
General Manager
Haggerty Ford
330 E. Roosevelt Rd.
West Chicago, IL 60185

MR. TRIM

Bus. 630-231-3200
Fax 630-231-3210

NOVEMBER BOARD MEETING
The November Meeting of the Illinois Region board, hosted by the Momence chapter, will
be held on Saturday, November
14 at the Bourbonnais Public
Library at 250
W. John Casey
Road Bourbonnais, IL 60914.
The meeting will begin at 10:30 am. RSVP
by November 7 to Ernie Hart at 815-472-6207 or
email him at edgetown5@aol.com

COME JOIN THE FUN!

VOLO AUTO MUSEUM

27582 Volo Village Rd., Volo, IL
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Illinois Region Board Minutes

September 12, 2015
Host Chapter: Fox Valley
Elmhurst Public Library
125 S. Prospect Avenue
Elmhurst, IL 60126
Welcome: President Juday called the meeting to
order at 10:49 a.m. He thanked the Fox Valley
Chapter, the Bennings, and Dan and Darlene
Sobczyk for hosting the meeting and serving
breakfast before the meeting started.
Roll Call: Conducted by the Secretary. Board
members present were Don Juday, Ernie Hart,
Shirley Salm, Nancy Juday, Lee Nelson, Dan
Sobczyk, Bob Grutza, Pat Markert, John Otto,
Joe Dolezal, Bob Markert, Nancy Nelson, Darlene
Sobczyk, Rick Shaw, Chris Schurrer, and Linda
Dolezal. Al Matison was absent. Pat Hart was
proxy for Jeanne Marcotte. There were no
guests.
Secretary’s Report: There were no additions or
corrections to the report. Bob Grutza made a
motion to accept the report. Rick Shaw seconded, motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Nancy Juday reported that
the beginning balance was $10,809.88. Income
was $2,733.00. Expenses were $3,231.63 leaving
a balance of $10,311.25 as of September 12,
2015. Income for the 2015 Car Show was
$3,029.00. Expenses were $2,552.11 leaving a
profit of $476.89 for the Car Show. Bob Markert made a motion to accept the reports. Ernie
Hart seconded, motion passed.
Vice President’s Report: Ernie Hart reported
that there will be a car show at Good Shepherd
Manor in Momence on Saturday, September 19.
President’s Report: Don Juday reminded the
Chapter Presidents that they are to submit a
name from their chapter to run for the Board to
the Nominating Committee Chair by October 1.
He also announced that Region members that do
not belong to any Chapters may also run for the
Board.
President Juday has asked the Standing Committee Chairs if they will continue in their positions
for 2016. Thankfully, they all accepted. They are
Linda & Joe Dolezal – Membership, Pat Markert –
Publications, Dan Sobczyk – Website, Chris

Schurrer- Archivist and Lee Nelson – Legislation.
Linda Dolezal, Nancy Nelson and Pete Kramer will
serve as the Nominating Committee with Linda as
Chair.
Committee Reports:
Membership – Linda & Joe Dolezal reported that
we have 200 memberships. There were two renewals and 4 new members. One member was
dropped because their National Dues has not
been paid. Membership renewal forms will be
sent out in mid-October. Several members that
have e-mail requested that they receive a printed
copy of the Sidelights. Because of the added expense, we are requesting members with email to
receive Sidelights electronically.
Publications – The Sidelights – Pat Markert reported that she exchanges Sidelights with 30
other regions/chapters by e-mail. After discussing the pros and cons of posting the current edition of Sidelights on our website, Pat Markert
proposed that the current edition of Sidelights
be posted on our website. Bob Grutza seconded,
motion passed.
Website - Dan Sobczyk reported that the website is alive and running at illinoisregion.aaca.com.
We need to deactivate the old site and he will
check with National to be sure it gets off of
their website. Contact Dan with information that
needs to be on the site.
Archivist: Chris Schurrer reported that he has
the Leonard Pal collection organized. After discussing the contents of the collection, Bob
Grutza made a motion to remove and keep the
“Independent Orphan Car” material from the Leonard Pal Collection for use at the Region Swap
Meet. Lee Nelson seconded, motion passed.
Legislation: Lee Nelson reported veterans can
have veteran information on their driver’s licenses. Many businesses give discounts to veterans.
Region Activities
Fall Tour (October 15-18, 2015) Chris Schurrer reported the host hotel is the Comfort Inn in
Jackson, MI. They are still working things out
and are using mostly back roads. There will be a
Swap Meet sponsored by a local Chapter on Sunday of the tour. The invitation/registration
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material will be out soon. Guests are welcome.
The Illinois Gas & Brass Region has expressed a
desire to join us on the tour. Chris Schurrer
made a motion to invite the Gas & Brass Region to
join us on the tour. Bob Markert seconded.
There was one no vote, motion passed.
Swap Meet (2016) Fox Valley : Dan Sobczyk
reported the date for the Region Swap Meet will
be April 3, 2016. The flyer will be online and the
advertising will be out soon.
Region Car Show (July 26, 2015) Bob Markert
reported that although preregistration was good,
“day of” registrations were down. There were also
fewer spectators. Even though registration
charges were reduced, participants remained constant at 100. The “youth judges” did an excellent
job again this year. They chose the same winners
as our “adult judges.” We need sponsors in order
to make money on the show. Lee Nelson did an
excellent job again with the “traveling spotlight.”
Lee mentioned that his job was made more interesting this year because of some of the “neat”
cars in the show this year.
Chapter Activities
Des Plaines Valley: Lee Nelson reported they
have been busy working on the Fall Tour to Jackson, MI. The Fly In for 2016 is scheduled for
May 15.
Fox Valley: Dan Sobczyk reported the Temple
tour for the 26th hasn’t had many registrations
and they are not sure if they need to cancel it.
Hotel for the Chicago Map Society tour to Geneva will be $99 and is scheduled for April 23.
The tour, which will follow the 1905 guide book,
will be the Fox Valley Chapter “dust off” tour.
Momence: Ernie Hart reported that some of the
members will attend the car show at Good Shepherd Manor on September 19. The Christmas
party is scheduled for December 13.
Silver Springs: Rick Shaw reported they had
good weather for their picnic to Shabbona.
Waukegan/North Shore: Bob Grutza reported
they had 35 members at the Lake Forest picnic.
They are not going to have a car show next year.
The Brighton Run will be November 1.

Old Business - None
New Business
There was a discussion about having a Facebook
Page. Many clubs have one and there are several
advantages to having one. Chris Schurrer would
be willing to help with it, but we need volunteers
to set it up. Pat Markert will place an ad for a
“Facebook Coordinator” in the next issue of the
Sidelights.
The November Board Meeting will be hosted by
the Momence Chapter on November 14, at 10:30
a.m. at the Bourbonnais Public Library.
The January meeting will be January 16, 2016.
Place to be announced.
A discussion was had regarding the National
Member numbers being printed in our roster.
Many members felt it was important to have them
included, so it was decided to keep printing them.
There was a discussion regarding how many cars
members can list in the Roster. Some members
list several cars. A decision will need to be made
early next year before renewals are mailed.
President Juday reminded the members who have
the traveling trophies (Cox, McElroy & Lichtfeld)
to return them to him at the next Board Meeting.
Also at that meeting, nominations will be accepted and voted on for the Lichtfeld Award.
Pat Markert made a motion to adjourn. Chris
Schurrer seconded, motion passed.
Meeting adjourned at 2:12 pm.
Respectfully submitted, Shirley Salm, Secretary

STEERING WHEEL QUIZ

Can you identify these cars by the steering wheel
and driver’s seat? Answer on page 12.
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ILLINOIS REGION
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