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COMING SOON…… 

Thursday, September 10th – AACA Gent’s Luncheon, 
Noon @ West Dundee VFW Post 2298 117 S. 1st St. West 
Dundee, IL See page 33. 

Saturday, September 12th - ILLINOIS REGION BOARD 
MEETING - hosted by Waukegan-North Shore. 10:30am. 
State Bank of the Lakes 50 Commerce Dr. Grayslake, IL 
60030.  

Friday, September 25th -LADIES OF THE AACA 
ILLINOIS REGION LUNCH 11:30am. Granite City, 
Schaumburg, Il. See page 35. 
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   All Events listed below are open to all members of the Illinois Region 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 NATIONAL NEWS 
For more information on National and other events 
see aaca.org 

2026 Nationals & Tours 

September                                                                   

9-14 – Founders Tour (1932-2001) – 
Williamsburg, VA – hosted by Historic VA 

Peninsula Region 

21-26 – Revival AAA Glidden Tour (Pre-1943) – 
Dover, DE 

October                                                                                   

6-9– Eastern Fall Nationals – Hershey, PA – 
hosted by Hershey Region 

October 15-18 -  Illinois Region Fall Tour 
hosted by The Silver Springs Chapter – “Make 
your way to Bourbonnais”. See page 39. 

November 1  -  Waukegan-North Shore RUN 
TO Brighton.  

September 12 -REGION BOARD MEETING 

hosted by Waukegan-North Shore. 10:30am. 
State Bank of the Lakes 50 Commerce Dr. 
Grayslake, IL 60030 
 

November 6 - Waukegan-North Shore Ladies 
“Show and Tell” Lunch @ McAlister’s, Gurnee. 
See page 40. 
 

September 25 -LADIES AACA ILLINOIS 

REGION LUNCH Granite City, Schaumburg, Il. 
See page 35. 
 

September 10 - GENT’S LUNCH-Noon, West 
Dundee VFW Post 2298, West Dundee, IL See 

page 33. 
  

September 26 – GAGEWOOD LIONS CLUB 

HARVEST FEST & CAR SHOW. Wildwood, IL. 

10-3pm. See page 36.  

.  

September 2 & 11 -HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY 

US ROUTE 66. Slide/Lecture Program 
presented by Barbara J. Barrett. See page 41 .  
 

October 3 -  Waukegan-North Shore PRE-WAR 

TOUR & Fall Color Tour- The History of 
Waukegan and the Waukegan Chapter. See 

pages 37 & 38. 

September 13 – ST. PATRICKS RESIDENCE 

CAR SHOW. Naperville, IL. 12-3pm. See 

page 34.  

.  

September 19 – Fox Valley Chapter Meeting - 
Noon. Rand Road House 2267  N. Randall Road 
Carpentersville IL. Meeting open to all. 
  

October 24  -  Fox Valley Chapter – Last Fling 
Gangsters, Ghosts and Hauntings. More info to 
come. 

https://aaca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026FoundersTour_brochure-deadline-update.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2267+N.+Randall+Road+Carpentersville+IL?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2267+N.+Randall+Road+Carpentersville+IL?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2267+N.+Randall+Road+Carpentersville+IL?entry=gmail&source=g
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CHAPTER CONTACTS 
Des Plaines Valley  President: Lee Nelson   
     815-729-0366     l-n522@juno.com 
Fox Valley   President: Dan Sobczyk   
     847-428-0247    dansobczyk@yahoo.com  
Silver Springs  President: Jim Olson 
    815-786-4646    GrandmasterJ65@gmail.com 
Chapter meetings are held the third Wednesday of every month at 
member homes. 

Waukegan-North Shore   President: Richard Nelson 

     773-914-8576   RNELSON2701@SBCGLOBAL.NET 

Chapter meetings are held the second Friday of the month 
September through May (excepting December) at State Bank of 
the Lakes, 50 Commerce Dr., Grayslake, IL 60030 

 ILLINOIS REGION 
The Illinois Region serves northeastern Illinois. 
Meetings are held on the second Saturday of odd 
numbered months at various locations.  
  
MEMBERSHIP: 
Andy Voss 
245 E. Willow Ave. Apt.518 
Wheaton, IL 60187  
Cell 630-605-8392 
Email: andyjanevoss@aol.com 
     Please contact Andy with questions about 
membership and/or address corrections. Annual 
dues are $23 for both individual and joint 
memberships. Membership in the National AACA 
is an absolute prerequisite for membership in the 
Illinois Region.  
  
OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT:  
Dan Sobczyk 
822 Bannock Road 
East Dundee, IL 60118 
(H) 847-428-0247 
Email: dansobczyk@yahoo.com 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT  
Humberto Garcia                                  
3720 Rolling Hills Rd.                                  
Carpentersville, IL 60110                              
Home: 847-428-3730                                               
Email: hgbejar@aol.com 
 
SECRETARY 
Rose O’Halloran 
8268 Twombly Road 
P.O. Box 465 
De Kalb, IL 60115-0465 
Home: 815-758-3085 
Email: hetlibr@aol.com 
 
TREASURER: 
Bob Wenderski 
265 N. Waukegan Rd. 
Lake Forest, IL 60045 
(H) 847-234-2394 
Email: bsw60045@comcast.net 
  
  

ARCHIVIST: 
Chris Schurrer 
Email: hpdog259962@gmail.com 
(H) 815-344-3775. 
   
WEBMASTER:         
 Bill Vroman 
 Email joannanbill@yahoo.com 

 (H) 847-587-9468  
 
SIDELIGHTS LIASON 
Bob Markert 
Email: rjmarkert42@aol.com  
(H) 630-852-9893                         
  

EDITOR OF SIDELIGHTS: 
Laura Cielenski 
316 Forest Trail 
Oak Brook, IL 60523 
(H) 630-941-8812 
Email: aaca.sidelights@gmail.com 
All materials should be submitted by the 20th of the month 
or sooner.  

  
BOARD MEMBERS: 
Through 2026 
Chris Schurrer 
Rick Shaw 
Dale Woosley 
 
Through 2027 
Humberto Garcia 
Rose O’Halloran 
Richard Nelson 
 
Through 2028 
Dan Sobczyk 
Anna Nelson 
Bibiana Garcia 
 

mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:RNELSON2701@SBCGLOBAL.NET
mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:hgbejar@aol.com
mailto:joannanbill@yahoo.com
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THE 
PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE   
  

 

Dear Members, 

Where does the time go, I recall writing about the beginning of the old car season and 

now we are approaching the fall season for the car club. Still, plenty of car shows and 

cruise nights are ahead. It seems the older you become the faster time goes by. 

Talk of time passing, in less than a year, the AACA NATIONAL MEET will be here. The 

group heading up the national meet have done an incredible job. After attending several 

of their meetings and hearing all they have planned, it will be a great national meet. 

They have a wonderful schedule of events planned for the participants.  

Some of our National meet members attended the recent National Meet in Green Bay in 

order to gain first-hand knowledge of how the meet was being conducted. I feel they 

came away from that meet with a list of DO’s and DON’T’s that will come in handy for 
the planning of the event. 

Please remember, the upcoming National meet will take an extraordinary amount of time 

and effort as we get closer to the date of the meet. It would be great, if you could find 

the time and energy to seek out the members of the committee and offer your services. 

There will be many jobs that need only a couple hours of your time during the day. Let 

them know you would be happy to assist them in making this meet a huge success. 

We have the board meeting on 9-12 @ 10:30. The meeting is being hosted by 

Waukegan/ North Shore. As always, you are always welcome to attend and share your 

input and any ideas you may have regarding a tour or a function. 

Let us know how we are doing. 

Please remember we have the Fall Tour coming up and hopefully you’ve got your room 
reservation secured. 

Until next month, 

Dan 
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A MESSAGE FROM 
THE VICE PRESIDENT 
   
  

Good Day Car Family: 

Now that another great season of Antique Cars, Fun and Friends is starting to slow 

down, I want to reach out to all of you and thank you for your support on my first 

year as Vice President and Chairman of the 2027 Central Fall National Meet in Crystal 

Lake. 

We are preparing a great National Meet. An event that will set a new standard for 

what a National Meet should be. A great team of very dedicated volunteers have 

joined in this effort, and I thank you for your support. 

We attended other AACA Nationals, meets from other clubs and local events to learn 

from them the do’s and don’ts. 

In the very near future, we will be having an informational meeting for all members to 

attend and get an idea of what we are working on, from QR codes, posters, save the 

date cards, virtual office, emails and phones to help make sure every attendant or 

visitor have the most pleasant experience 

We will let everyone know when we set the date for this meeting . It will also be a 

time to explore what AACA, the Illinois Region and your Chapters have to offer. Stay 

tune for more info. 

I also want to take the opportunity to thank Andy Ibata for taking pictures of every 

single car at the 75th Annual Car Show in July. These pictures were published in 

Sidelights and I was given credit for them. 

We still have several very cool events left this year, so come join us and have fun. 

See you at the next event 

Humberto Garcia                                                                                                           

Illinois Region AACA Vice President                                                                                   

2026 CNFM Chairman                                                                                              

aacailvp@aol.com 

  

mailto:aacailvp@aol.com
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Region News:  
 
  Car Show Thoughts by the Car Show 

Manager 

I would like to thank all the members of the Illinois Region for taking 
time out of their busy summer schedules to set up and run the 75th 
Illinois Region Car Show. Without your valuable help, car shows like this 
would fade into vague memories. This year we were blessed with better 
weather than in the past few years or even the last few weeks or days 
leading to the show. This year we had fifty-three cars participate in the 
show. Although the number of entries was lower than expected, we did 
have more cars than the number that attended last year. 

We had an amazing cross section, this year, of vehicles spanning the 
decades. Our oldest automobile was a beautifully restored 1919 Ford 
Speedster. Wonderful examples of every decade were available for 
viewing leading up to our most recent automobile from 2017 which was a 
Dodge Challenger. We were lucky enough to have ample representation 
from every decade to show the public what automobiles were available 
during the various time periods.  

Thanks go out to the Village of Carpentersville for their hospitality with 
the use of Carpenters Park, the Lions Club for food service and Bill and 
Joanna Vroman for production and sales of the model car promotion. 

Additional Follow-up articles and photos are welcomed for submission by 
other members. 

Jim Sikora                                                                                     
Jamessikora@att.net                                                                                        
(708) 681-9854 

      

 

mailto:Jamessikora@att.net
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Just an update from the                   
Central Fall National Meet Committee 

 

As all of you know, our region will be hosting the 2027 Central Fall National 
Meet on September 22nd through the 25th,,2027 at the Crystal Lake Holiday 
Inn Hotel. 

There are several events offered to the participants: 

Wednesday afternoon – We will start with a Welcome Party at Portillo's 
Restaurant. 

Thursday morning - We will have a driving tour and a guided visit to the 
Sanfilippo Estate. In the afternoon there will be a driving tour to a 
tournament and dinner at Medieval Times. 

Friday morning - We will be driving to the Historic Auto Attractions. In the 
afternoon there will be a romantic Festa Italiana serenaded by Bob Duda a 
(Frank Sinatra impersonator). 

Saturday Morning - The Main Event – The Central Fall National Meet. In the 
afternoon a Banquet and Award presentation followed by an after party “Back 
to the Future” dress and dance to the 80's. The time that made us be the 
best generation. 

A save-the-date card will soon be sent that includes a QR Code for you to 
stay up to date. 

If you have any questions of want to volunteer, please call, text or email us  @   
224-434-4384    aacaillinoisregion@gmail.com 

 

Your 2027 Central Fall Nation Meet Team 
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ILLINOIS REGION SHIRTS 

We are trying to get every Illinois Region Member to wear the same shirts at events 
and especially at the Nationals next year in Crystal Lake. 

Prices are $45.50 for polyester and $58.50 for cotton. This price is net shipping and 
tax included.  Sizes: S, M, L, XL, 2XL,3XL,4XL,5XL. Color of shirt is Orange (as 
pictured). 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions about the shirts or the sizes please email or call Humberto 
Garcia, aacailvp@aol.com or 847-800-5124. We will be ordering the shirts at the end of 
September.  Order Form and payment are due by September 20th. 

 

Humberto Garcia - 2027 CFNM Chairman 
AACA Illinois Region Vice-President 
 

 

Fill out the form below and send it along with your check made out to: Illinois Region 
and mail it to - Humberto Garcia - 3720 Rolling Hills Rd. Carpentersville, IL 60110. 

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________ 

# of shirts: _________________ 

Sizes: __________________  

Front Back 

mailto:aacailvp@aol.com
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AACA Region News: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 

Ed Olson 

It is with deep sadness that we inform you of                   
the passing of Ed Olson on 4-1-2026.   Ed was                    
a member of the Region for many years with                            
his wife Judy who passed away in July of 2024.  

Our condolences go out to the Olson family. 

In Memoriam 

Barb Griffin 

It is with deep sadness that we inform you of                   
the passing of former member Barb Griffin on                  
4-9-2026.   Ted & Barb were frequent attendees             
of local chapter events for Momence, as well as our Region 
events, and co-hosted many of them, receiving the Mac 
McElroy Trophy for hosting the Spring Tour three times.  

Our condolences go out to the Griffin family. 
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AACA Region News: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Welcome new memberS! 

                

Gregory Brown & Roberto Puig 

GSB1023@gmail.com 

     

Welcome new memberS! 

                

Bob & Bridgett Hallstrom                
HALLSTRR@gmail.com 

      

Welcome new memberS! 

                

Dan and Debbie Graziadei 

CadillacGuy35@sbcglobal.net     

Welcome new memberS! 

                

Brady Huinker 

Bradyourinsane1@gmail.com     

mailto:GSB1023@gmail.com
mailto:HALLSTRR@gmail.com
mailto:Bradyourinsane1@gmail.com
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AACA Chapter Events: Fox Valley Ice Cream Social 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Fox Valley Region did it again, on August 20th some 
of us got together at Vans Custard and Ice Cream in 
West Dundee, a great afternoon of Friends, Ice 
Cream and Vintage Cars. 

And yes, we had FUN! 

 

Till the next event  

 

Stay tune for more activities to come 

 

Thank you, Pat, for making the flyer 
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AACA Chapter Events: Fox Valley Ice Cream Social 
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In corresponding with Barbara Barrett regarding her presentations she 
mentioned that several members of the AACA have attended her Route 66 
talk this year. On Wednesday, August 26th AACA members Jane & Andy 
Voss attended her Happy 100th Birthday US Route 66 presentation at 
the Helen Plum Public Library in Lombard, Illinois.  

For those who have not attended, there still are a couple more 
presentations till the end of the year. See page 41. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Barbara's husband Chuck, Barbara, Jane and Andy Voss 
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Cruise on over to the 
The Gent's Lunch 

Thursday, September 10th @ Noon 
 

So come on over and have a good time with 
"The Guys" and bring a friend. 

 
West Dundee VFW post 2298                                 

117 S. 1st Street                                                 
West Dundee, IL 

 
   Please R.S.V.P. to Humberto Garcia 

847-800-5124 and let him know if you will 
be attending. 
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FOR SALE!  
 

  

1940 Ford Cnvt. DeLuxe Street Rod Dark Green, fuel 
injection Chevy engine, original steel body, auto   
trans, interior has been redone and new seat frame 
sand springs. 1940 original engine.                            
Paul had this car done. $45,000 obo.  
Call Jean Marcotte 815-472-3403 
 

Two (2)1928-1929 Fenders. Asking $150 for the pair. Pickup in Yorkville, IL. 
Please contact:  Tom Baumgartner 630-209-0287 twjbrunner@aol.com 
 

1961 Plymouth 4 door, 50 M miles. Been sitting for 50 years. Needs to sell. 
Contact Dan Sobczyk @ 847-977-0595 for info. 

 
1914 Ford model T Touring.  Strong, dependable runner.  Straight body, 
wheels, top, boot, I timer, no theft steering wheel.  Temco shocks, electric 
starter. Hood, paint and upholstery are tired.  $17,000 or reasonable 
offer.  (847) 251-2603.  No texts. 

For Sale Soft fabric Car Cover - $20 - Located in Niles, IL.                        
Contact Steve Kolish (847) 848 – 7013 

1939 Sears Handyman riding tractor with Attachments 1000, firm. Dave 
Kolzow - 815 246 4545 

mailto:twjbrunner@aol.com

