
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

The Official Publication of the Illinois Region 
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Joly 2026                                                                   Volume 78 Number 7 

COMING SOON…… 

Saturday, July 4th - Happy Birthday America 
Classic Car Show – Carpenter Park, 
Carpentersville, IL. 10am – 2pm. See page 20. 

Friday, July 17th – AACA Gent’s Luncheon, 
Noon @ West Dundee VFW Post 2298 117 S. 1st  
St. West Dundee, IL See page 21. 

Sunday, July 19th – The Illinois Regions 75th 
Annual Car Show – Carpenters Park, 
Carpentersville, IL. 9am – 2pm. See pages 5, 
22-23. 
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 NATIONAL NEWS 
For more information on National and other events 
see aaca.org 

2026 Nationals & Tours 

July                                                                                           

23-25 – Central Spring Nationals – Green Bay, WI 

August                                                                                       

5-8 – Southeastern Divisional Tour – Flat Rock, 

NC – hosted by Great Smokey Mountain Region 

& Little Detroit Chapter 

19-22 – Annual Grand Nationals / Zenith 

Awards – Allentown, PA – 717-534-1910 

September                                                                   

9-14 – Founders Tour (1932-2001) – 

Williamsburg, VA – hosted by Historic VA 

Peninsula Region 

21-26 – Revival AAA Glidden Tour (Pre-1943) – 

Dover, DE 

October                                                                                   

6-9– Eastern Fall Nationals – Hershey, PA – 

hosted by Hershey Region 

Sept TBD -  Illinois Region Fall Tour.  

November 1  -  Waukegan-North Shore RUN 
TO Brighton.  

Sept 12 -REGION BOARD MEETING  
 

July 19 -ILLINOIS REGION CAR SHOW. 

Carpentersville, IL. See pages 5, 22 & 23.  
 

August 9 - Waukegan-North Shore SUMMER 
PICNIC. See page 25. 

August 2  - Waukegan-North Shore ILLINOIS 
RR MUSEUM TRANSPORTATION 
EXTRAVAGANZA TOUR & SHOW, Union, Il.  
See page 24. 

July 17 -GENT’S LUNCH-Noon, West Dundee 
VFW Post 2298, West Dundee, IL See page 21. 
 

August 30  - Waukegan-North Shore GRAND 
DOMINION CAR SHOW, Mundelein, IL See 
page 27. 

August 15 - Waukegan-North Shore SYCAMORE 
STEAM SHOW, Sycamore, IL.  

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY US 

ROUTE 66. Slide/Lecture Program 
presented by Barbara J. Barrett.  
See page 29. 

November 6 - Waukegan-North Shore Ladies 
“Show and Tell” Lunch @ McAlister’s, Gurnee. 
 

July 4 -Happy Birthday America Classic Car 

Show. Carpenter Park, 10-2pm. See page 20.  
 

September 25 -LADIES AACA ILLINOIS 

REGION LUNCH Granite City, Schaumburg, Il. 
See page 28. 
 

August 29  - SAVE THE DATE Gateway Classic 
Cars “Coffee & Chrome”, Caledonia, WI See 
page 26. 

https://aaca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026SEDivTour_FlatRockNC_brochure.pdf
https://aaca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-Grand-National-Event-Information.pdf
https://aaca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-Grand-National-Event-Information.pdf
https://aaca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026FoundersTour_brochure-deadline-update.pdf
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CHAPTER CONTACTS 
Des Plaines Valley  President: Lee Nelson   
     815-729-0366     l-n522@juno.com 
Fox Valley   President: Dan Sobczyk   
     847-428-0247    dansobczyk@yahoo.com  
Silver Springs  President: Jim Olson 
    815-786-4646    GrandmasterJ65@gmail.com 
Chapter meetings are held the third Wednesday of every month at 
member homes. 

Waukegan-North Shore   President: Richard Nelson 

     773-914-8576   RNELSON2701@SBCGLOBAL.NET 

Chapter meetings are held the second Friday of the month 
September through May (excepting December) at State Bank of 
the Lakes, 50 Commerce Dr., Grayslake, IL 60030 

 ILLINOIS REGION 
The Illinois Region serves northeastern Illinois. 
Meetings are held on the second Saturday of odd 
numbered months at various locations.  
  
MEMBERSHIP: 
Andy Voss 
245 E. Willow Ave. Apt.518 
Wheaton, IL 60187  
Cell 630-605-8392 
Email: andyjanevoss@aol.com 
     Please contact Andy with questions about 
membership and/or address corrections. Annual 
dues are $23 for both individual and joint 
memberships. Membership in the National AACA 
is an absolute prerequisite for membership in the 
Illinois Region.  
  
OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT:  
Dan Sobczyk 
822 Bannock Road 
East Dundee, IL 60118 
(H) 847-428-0247 
Email: dansobczyk@yahoo.com 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT  
Humberto Garcia                                  
3720 Rolling Hills Rd.                                  
Carpentersville, IL 60110                              
Home: 847-428-3730                                               
Email: hgbejar@aol.com 
 
SECRETARY 
Rose O’Halloran 
8268 Twombly Road 
P.O. Box 465 
De Kalb, IL 60115-0465 
Home: 815-758-3085 
Email: hetlibr@aol.com 
 
TREASURER: 
Bob Wenderski 
265 N. Waukegan Rd. 
Lake Forest, IL 60045 
(H) 847-234-2394 
Email: bsw60045@comcast.net 
  
  

ARCHIVIST: 
Chris Schurrer 
Email: hpdog259962@gmail.com 
(H) 815-344-3775. 
   
WEBMASTER:         
 Bill Vroman 
 Email joannanbill@yahoo.com 

 (H) 847-587-9468  
 
SIDELIGHTS LIASON 
Bob Markert 
Email: rjmarkert42@aol.com  
(H) 630-852-9893                         
  

EDITOR OF SIDELIGHTS: 
Laura Cielenski 
316 Forest Trail 
Oak Brook, IL 60523 
(H) 630-941-8812 
Email: aaca.sidelights@gmail.com 
All materials should be submitted by the 20th of the month 
or sooner.  

  
BOARD MEMBERS: 
Through 2026 
Chris Schurrer 
Rick Shaw 
Dale Woosley 
 
Through 2027 
Humberto Garcia 
Rose O’Halloran 
Richard Nelson 
 
Through 2028 
Dan Sobczyk 
Anna Nelson 
Bibiana Garcia 
 

mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:RNELSON2701@SBCGLOBAL.NET
mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:hgbejar@aol.com
mailto:joannanbill@yahoo.com
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THE 
PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE   
  

Dear Members, 

Well summer is in full bloom and the antique car season is upon us. If this week 
is any indication, we are going to have a nice, hot summer. 

Above and beyond the cruise nights, our region has a busy schedule. We have 
the Happy Birthday America car show on July 4th and the AACA Region Car 
Show on the 19th of July. Make sure you register if you plan on attending the 
AACA show. Both shows take place in Carpenters Park.  

Later in the month we have the Central Spring Nationals in Green Bay, WI.  

On a local level, there is Wauconda on July 21, August 18, and September 15. 
Libertyville on the third Wednesday of the month. Saturday night shows in Mt 
Prospect and Lombard and weekly shows in Cary and Barrington. I found a great 
website “2026 cruise nights and car shows”. There are plenty of car shows to 
keep us busy just about every night of the week 

So, go out and enjoy the summer because before you know it, the season is 
ending. 

Last word. If you have not registered for the AACA Car show, please do so as 
soon as possible. Contact Bob Wenderski for registration information and to 
register. 

Also, Bob Wenderski plans on retiring as the region treasurer. We need to find 
a replacement for Bob, although he is irreplaceable. If you are interested, 
please let me know as soon as possible. Bob is willing to train the person and it 
would be helpful if the person is familiar with EXCEL. 

Until next Month, 

Dan 
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Region News:  
 
 The countdown begins to the Car show 

With a couple weeks to go before our 75th Anniversary of the Illinois 
Region Annual Car show, I can look at all the planning and work that has 
already been done. This includes coordinating with the Village of 
Carpentersville to secure permits to utilize Carpenter’s Park, securing food 
vendors for the show, designing and ordering the dash plaques and ordering 
the trophies. Also, a limited-edition commemorative toy car designed by 
our very own Bill Vorman is already in production and will be for sale on the 
show day.  

In preparing for this year’s event the one variable I cannot predict is the 
turnout of our feature cars, which are our members’ automobiles. Our 
membership owns a wonderful array of vehicles from all decades and 
designs and the more we bring out on the day of the show the more 
exciting our show will be for the public. And we all enjoy sharing and 
commiserating over all our stories about finding, restoring and driving our 
vehicles. Please PLAN on bringing one of your vehicles whether it is one you 
drive regularly, under restoration or judged frequently. We have a place 
for everyone! 

As a unique occurrence the region is celebrating its 80th Anniversary while 
the car show is on its 75th Anniversary. To do something special for this 
occasion and as a unique feature, Humberto Garcia will have one vehicle 
from every decade on display for everyone to enjoy. 

Remember it is never too late to volunteer, to help or to complete the 
advance registration form for your vehicle. 

Thank you, 

James Sikora 

Jamessikora@att.net 

(708) 681-9854

mailto:Jamessikora@att.net
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AACA Region Event: 
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AACA Region Event: (Region Spring Tour cont…) 
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AACA Region Event: (Region Spring Tour cont…) 
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AACA Region Event: (Region Spring Tour cont…) 
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 AACA Region Event: (Region Spring Tour cont…) 
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AACA Region Event: (Region Spring Tour cont…) 
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AACA Region Event: (Region Spring Tour cont…) 
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AACA Region Event: (Region Spring Tour cont…) 
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AACA Region Event: Clipboard Stamping Workshop   
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 AACA Region Event: (Clipboard Stamping Workshop cont…) 
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AACA Region Event: 

BAD LUCK AT THE RIGHT PLACE AND TIME 
By Humberto Garcia 

 

This story takes place while we were on 
the Spring Tour of 2026. During the 
last week in May, a large group 
belonging to the Illinois Region of the 
AACA, took a 4-day drive to tour The 
Covered Bridges of Indiana. While the 
bridges and experiences were amazing, 
some of us ran into some bad luck. 

The first of the group to run into mishaps were Dale and Cheryl Woosley. 
Unfortunately, a flat tire separated the couple from the rest of the group. 
In the middle of nowhere, you must wonder how long it would take to find 
not only help but the right type of help. Within seconds a younger fellow 
pulls over and offers to help them install their spare tire, just to find out 
that the tire was low. To their surprise, this gentleman had a compressor in 
his truck and offers to fix the issue as well. Just as the Woosley's and the 
gentleman are finishing their work, another helpful citizen pulls over to 
confirm everything was ok. This second gentleman assesses the issue and 
informs them that they can't drive on said spare tire. This had already 
been addressed, and they realized that both gentlemen were suggesting 
they visit the same local shop for a new tire.  

Dale and Cheryl made their way to the suggested local shop just to find out 
that only had these gentlemen guided them to the correct shop, but that 
their luck had just hit the jackpot. Not only did this shop have the correct 
tire size in stock, but they had 2 white wall tires. This is unheard of at any 
major tire store back home.  The shop replaced the tire in need and the 
Woosley’s were able to make it in time to the programed lunch with 
everyone else. What started out as a hit of bad luck led them to two acts  
kindness and humanity and 2 perfectly fitting white wall tires.  
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AACA Region Event: (Bad Luck at the right place and time cont…) 

The rest of the tour went without a glitch. That was until one of the cars 
quit right in the middle of absolutely nowhere with no warning. Humberto 
and Bibiana Garcias Lincoln had just left them stranded at an almost 
abandoned corner in the middle of nowhere, Indiana. After a quick 
inspection, Humberto was able to find that the issue came from the 
Duraspark quitting on them. Thankfully our top-notch pace car driver for 
the tour Chris Schurrer realized that the Garcias were missing. He turned 
around and came to help. We found the replacement part at a store not 
even 11 minutes away. Chris offered to pick up the part for us.  

We left Bibiana behind to take care of the car, with the Woosley’s as Chris 
and I made our way in search of this part. The local town was, I kid you not, 
about the size of a high school parking lot. But wouldn't you know it? There 
was an AutoZone Parts store. My hopes in finding this part lowered when at 
the register I noticed the kid couldn't be much older than 19, and here I'm 
looking for a 1976 part. To my surprise, this kid knew exactly what I was 
searching for. I tell him I'm looking for the Ignition module of a 1976 
Lincoln. He confirms “Continental or Mark? 460, correct?”. As we confirm 
this information, he lets me know that they potentially have 1 on the shelf. 
At this point I'm holding my breath. 3 steps in and this kid pulls out a dusty 
box, hands it to me, and said the box has been there since the shop opened.  

Back at the car, Dale, Cheryl and Bibiana are waiting in a very cool Lincoln 
Town car. I opened the hood of my Lincoln, unplugged the old module and 
plugged in the new module, cranked the ignition and the ‘76 Mark started 
right away. We are back on the road having only caused a 22-minute delay. 

The moral of these two stories is that even when “bad” luck hits you in 
the middle of nowhere Indiana, helpful kind humans, amazing friends 
and good luck are right around the corner. 
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AACA Region Chapter Event  

FLAG DAY LUNCH                                       
By Humberto Garcia 
 

On Sunday, June 14th the Fox Valley Region hosted a 
luncheon to celebrate our star-spangled banner. We 
met at the VFW Post 2298 in West Dundee where we 
were received by former Post Commander Eric Piwowar 
and our very own post member and AACA President Dan 
Sobczyk. 

 Lunch and beverages were a la cart, servers and 
bartenders did a super job and the food was great. 
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Cruise on over to the 
The Gent's Lunch 

Friday, July 17th @ Noon 
 

So come on over and have a good time with 
"The Guys" and bring a friend. 

 

West Dundee VFW post 2298 
117 S. 1st Street                                 
West Dundee, IL 

 
   Please R.S.V.P. to Humberto Garcia 

847-800-5124 and let him know if you will be attending. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Saturday, August 29th                                                    
Time: 9 am 'til noon. 

 

The IL. Region AACA is invited to the Gateway Classic 
Cars showroom in Caledonia, WI. for their “Coffee and 
Chrome” monthly event!                      

Afterward, we'll drive some back roads to the Brat 
Stop in Kenosha for lunch. After lunch, we'll have two 
other stops planned! 

The Pritzker Military Museum and the Russell 
Military Museum. We may do only one of these 
museums, time permitting. 

Further details/directions to come! 

It’s never too early to let me know if you plan to attend! 

Thanks! 

Jerry Bodden                                                    
jbsbuix@gmail.com                                                 
815/862 0002                                                                
336/508 4783 cell 

  

 

mailto:jbsbuix@gmail.com
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Grand Dominion Car Show Mundelein, IL 

Sunday, August 30, 2026                                                                 
9am – 2pm 

ANTIQUES, CLASSICS, MUSCLE, POST-1980'S AND CONCOURS CARS 

Join us for one of the best car shows in the Northern Suburbs. 

This is an annual charity event to support the Fremont Township Food Pantry. 
Requested donation of $10 to the Fremont Township Food Pantry at Check-In! 

We will have awards for the following: 

Best of Show 

Best Engine 

Best Paint 

Best Interior 

Best Classic Car over 25 years old 

Best Modified Car 

Best Custom Car 

Best Import 

Pre-Register here: 
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/DLRIwEn/2026CWTCReg 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/DLRIwEn/2026CWTCReg


Page 28 

 

 



Page 29 

 

 

DON’T MISS                                                                  
2026 - HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY US ROUTE 

66 - AN IN-PERSON SLIDE/LECTURE 
PROGRAM PRESENTED BY  

 

Barbara J. Barrett, MPA, CAE, an History Edutainment (Educational 
Entertainment) Speaker who makes automotive, architectural, 

manufacturing, music, and world history “come alive” in a fascinating and 
entertaining way. She has presented programs for C-SPAN American 

History TV, the Studebaker National Museum, the Gilmore Car Museum, 
community colleges, church groups, private clubs, public libraries, & 
senior living communities to name a few. She holds a Bachelor of 

Science (BS) degree from the University of Illinois and a Master in Public 
Administration (MPA) degree from Roosevelt University, Chicago, IL. 

Program Description: 
Happy 100th Birthday US Route 66 – Join Barbara J. Barrett and 

“Get Your Kicks on Route 66” as she celebrates the attractions and allure 
of the “Main Street of America” from its controversial birth in 1926 to its 

centennial this year, 2026. Beginning in Chicago, the official start of “The 
Mother Road,” you will discover how and why Route 66 was established 

while exploring the roadside culture & appeal of this open road. You’ll visit 
vintage motels such as the Blue Swallow in Tucumcari, NM and the 
Wigwam in Holbrook, AZ; gawk at odd roadside attractions like the 

Gemini Giant in Wilmington, IL, the Big Blue Whale of Catoosa, OK,  and 
the Cadillac Ranch in Amarillo, TX; and savor classic American road food 

served at family owned restaurants like the White Fence Farm in 
Romeoville, IL, the Cozy Dog Drive-In in Springfield, IL, or the Big Texan 

Steak Ranch in Amarillo, TX  along the more than 2,400 miles of Route 66 
before reaching the Santa Monica Pier – the terminus or “End of the 

Trail.” 
 

May 9, 2026               Wilmington 

Pub Library                                                      

Wilmington, IL  1:00 PM                               

                                                                            

May 13, 2026                   Geneva 

Pub Lib Dist.                   Geneva, IL  

1:30 PM 

 

June 18, 2026             

Crestwood Pub Lib Dist.              

Crestwood, IL  6:00 PM 

 

July 8, 2026  

Downers Grove Pub Lib                   

Downers Grove, IL 1:00 PM 

 

July 18, 2026      

Bloomington Pub Lib  

Bloomington, IL 2:00 PM  

 

August 12, 2026                 

Green Hills Pub Lib            

Palos Hills, IL 2:00 PM                 

 

August 19, 2026       

Lincolnwood PL   

Lincolnwood, IL 6:30 PM  

                                          

August 26, 2026                  

Helen Plum PL              

Lombard, IL 1:00 PM                             

 

September 11, 2026            

Maine Township, 

MaineStreamers                   

Park Ridge, IL 2:00 PM 
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FOR SALE!  
 

  

1940 Ford Cnvt. DeLuxe Street Rod Dark Green, fuel 
injection Chevy engine, original steel body, auto   
trans, interior has been redone and new seat frame 
sand springs. 1940 original engine.                            
Paul had this car done. $45,000 obo.  
Call Jean Marcotte 815-472-3403 
 

Two (2)1928-1929 Fenders. Asking $150 for the pair. Pickup in Yorkville, IL. 
Please contact:  Tom Baumgartner 630-209-0287 twjbrunner@aol.com 
 

1961 Plymouth 4 door, 50 M miles. Been sitting for 50 years. Needs to sell. 
Contact Dan Sobczyk @ 847-977-0595 for info. 

 
1914 Ford model T Touring.  Strong, dependable runner.  Straight body, 
wheels, top, boot, I timer, no theft steering wheel.  Temco shocks, electric 
starter. Hood, paint and upholstery are tired.  $17,000 or reasonable 
offer.  (847) 251-2603.  No texts. 

For Sale Soft fabric Car Cover - $20 - Located in Niles, IL.                        
Contact Steve Kolish (847) 848 – 7013 

1939 Sears Handyman riding tractor with Attachments 1000, firm. Dave 
Kolzow - 815 246 4545 

Sterling Model 20 Sirenlite 12v. In working condition. Custom 
aluminum mount. Considered a classic vintage fire/ambulance 
siren with a "long roll" sound. Originally purchased for a 
parade truck. $750. Also, for sale, two outdoor red park 
benches mounted in bed of Firetruck. 
$700. Contact Jim 630-885-5932. 

mailto:twjbrunner@aol.com

