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COMING SOON…… 

Sunday, May 3rd   -   Waukegan-North Shore DUST OFF 
TOUR. See page 17.  

Thursday, May 14th – AACA GENT’S LUNCHEON, Noon  
@ Emmett’s- 128 W. Main St. West Dundee, IL 60118. See 

page 18. 

Saturday, May 16th  -Fox Valley DUST OFF TOUR. See 
page 19. 
 

Sunday, May 17th  -CLCC Charity Car Show, Crystal Lake, 
IL. See page 20. 
 

Sunday, May 24th Silver Springs Chapter 54th ANNUAL 
CAR SHOW AND SWAP MEET. See page 21 
 

May 28th -31st  - Region SPRING TOUR TO THE 
BRIDGES OF PARK COUNTY, IN. See pages 22-28. 



Page 2 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NATIONAL NEWS 
For more information on National and other events 
see aaca.org 

2026 Nationals & Tours 

May                                                                                          

28-30 – Eastern Spring Nationals – Indiana, PA – 
hosted by Shannock Valley Region 

June                                                                                             

11-13 – Southeastern Fall Nationals – Oak Ridge, TN – 
hosted by Volunteer Region 

15-19 – Sentimental Tour – Mechanicsburg, PA – 
hosted by Oakland-Pontiac Worldwide Region 

July                                                                                           

23-25 – Central Spring Nationals – Green Bay, WI 

August                                                                                       

5-8 – Southeastern Divisional Tour – Flat Rock, 

NC – hosted by Great Smokey Mountain Region 

& Little Detroit Chapter 

19-22 – Annual Grand Nationals / Zenith 

Awards – Allentown, PA – 717-534-1910 

September                                                                   

9-14 – Founders Tour (1932-2001) – 
Williamsburg, VA – hosted by Historic VA 

Peninsula Region 

21-26 – Revival AAA Glidden Tour (Pre-1943) – 
Dover, DE 

October                                                                                   

6-9– Eastern Fall Nationals – Hershey, PA – 
hosted by Hershey Region 

May 24 -  Silver Springs Chapter 54th ANNUAL 
CAR SHOW AND SWAP MEET. See page 21. 

May 28-31 - Region SPRING TOUR. See pages 
22 & 28. 

Sept TBD -  Illinois Region Fall Tour.  

November 1  -  Waukegan-North Shore RUN 
TO Brighton.  

June 13 -REGION BOARD MEETING  
 

Sept 12 -REGION BOARD MEETING  
 

July 19 -ILLINOIS REGION CAR SHOW. 

Carpentersville, IL. See pages 30 & 31.  
 

May 16 -Fox Valley DUST OFF TOUR See 

page 19. 
 

August 9 - Waukegan-North Shore SUMMER 
PICNIC.  

May 3  -   Waukegan-North Shore DUST OFF 
TOUR. See page 17.  

August 2  - Waukegan-North Shore ILLINOIS 
RR MUSEUM TRANSPORTATION 
EXTRAVAGANZA TOUR & SHOW, Union, Il.   

June 21st   GIRCCCA’s 58th Annual 

Father’s Day Classic Car Show – Oak 
Brook Center, Oak Brook, IL.  See 

page 29. 

May 14 -GENT’S LUNCH-Noon, Emmett’s 
Brewery, West Dundee, IL See page 18. 
 

August 30  - Waukegan-North Shore GRAND 
DOMINION CAR SHOW, Mundelein, IL 

August 8 - Waukegan-North Shore SYCAMORE 
STEAM SHOW, Sycamore, IL.  

May 17th   CLCC  4th Annual Charity 

Car Show – Downtown Crystal Lake, 
IL.  See page 20. 

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY US ROUTE 

66. Slide/Lecture Program presented 
by Barbara J. Barrett.  See page 32. 

https://aaca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026SEDivTour_FlatRockNC_brochure.pdf
https://aaca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-Grand-National-Event-Information.pdf
https://aaca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-Grand-National-Event-Information.pdf
https://aaca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026FoundersTour_brochure-deadline-update.pdf
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CHAPTER CONTACTS 
Des Plaines Valley  President: Lee Nelson   
     815-729-0366     l-n522@juno.com 
Fox Valley   President: Dan Sobczyk   
     847-428-0247    dansobczyk@yahoo.com  
Silver Springs  President: Jim Olson 
    815-786-4646    GrandmasterJ65@gmail.com 
Chapter meetings are held the third Wednesday of every month at 
member homes. 

Waukegan-North Shore   President: Richard Nelson 

     773-914-8576   RNELSON2701@SBCGLOBAL.NET 

Chapter meetings are held the second Friday of the month 
September through May (excepting December) at State Bank of 
the Lakes, 50 Commerce Dr., Grayslake, IL 60030 

 ILLINOIS REGION 
The Illinois Region serves northeastern Illinois. 
Meetings are held on the second Saturday of odd 
numbered months at various locations.  
  
MEMBERSHIP: 
Andy Voss 
245 E. Willow Ave. Apt.518 
Wheaton, IL 60187  
Cell 630-605-8392 
Email: andyjanevoss@aol.com 
     Please contact Andy with questions about 
membership and/or address corrections. Annual 
dues are $23 for both individual and joint 
memberships. Membership in the National AACA 
is an absolute prerequisite for membership in the 
Illinois Region.  
  
OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT:  
Dan Sobczyk 
822 Bannock Road 
East Dundee, IL 60118 
(H) 847-428-0247 
Email: dansobczyk@yahoo.com 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT  
Humberto Garcia                                  
3720 Rolling Hills Rd.                                  
Carpentersville, IL 60110                              
Home: 847-428-3730                                               
Email: hgbejar@aol.com 
 
SECRETARY 
Rose O’Halloran 
8268 Twombly Road 
P.O. Box 465 
De Kalb, IL 60115-0465 
Home: 815-758-3085 
Email: hetlibr@aol.com 
 
TREASURER: 
Bob Wenderski 
265 N. Waukegan Rd. 
Lake Forest, IL 60045 
(H) 847-234-2394 
Email: bsw60045@comcast.net 
  
  

ARCHIVIST: 
Chris Schurrer 
Email: hpdog259962@gmail.com 
(H) 815-344-3775. 
   
WEBMASTER:         
 Bill Vroman 
 Email joannanbill@yahoo.com 

 (H) 847-587-9468  
 
SIDELIGHTS LIASON 
Bob Markert 
Email: rjmarkert42@aol.com  
(H) 630-852-9893                         
  

EDITOR OF SIDELIGHTS: 
Laura Cielenski 
316 Forest Trail 
Oak Brook, IL 60523 
(H) 630-941-8812 
Email: aaca.sidelights@gmail.com 
All materials should be submitted by the 20th of the month 
or sooner.  

  
BOARD MEMBERS: 
Through 2026 
Chris Schurrer 
Rick Shaw 
Dale Woosley 
 
Through 2027 
Humberto Garcia 
Rose O’Halloran 
Richard Nelson 
 
Through 2028 
Dan Sobczyk 
Anna Nelson 
Bibiana Garcia 
 

mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:RNELSON2701@SBCGLOBAL.NET
mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:hgbejar@aol.com
mailto:joannanbill@yahoo.com
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THE 
PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE   
  

Dear Members, 

As you recall, last month I requested your input regarding the lack of attendance at 
the various functions provided to the membership throughout the year. I received 
several responses. 

Along with the responses, I spoke to club members to try and find out why 
attendance at some of the club functions is so low. One of the comments that struck 
me was “been there and done that”. 

I don’t know about other members, what we do doesn’t really matter to me. Sure, it is 
fun to go to different places and to see the sights but the main reason I enjoy the 
tours is to be with the people of the club and to enjoy the camaraderie of the other 
members. I think it is a wonderful group of people that make up this club. 

There were other reasons for the lack of attendance that were mentioned and mostly 
they related to age. The group as a whole is maturing and along with that comes the 
aches and pains that weren’t as dominant in the past as they are at this point in time. 
This fact was mentioned several times. 

Nighttime driving was also mentioned as a hindrance to attendance. In the Fox Valley 
Chapter, this issue was brought up concerning our annual Christmas party. A change 
was made to the time of day the party is held and hopefully this change will increase 
our attendance at the party. 

As always, your comments are always welcomed by the board members. If you have an 
idea that will spark attendance, let us know. If you have an idea for an event that you 
think would be fun, let us know. 

We would appreciate any input that you care to provide. 

We are here for you. 

Until next month, 

Dan 
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Region News:  
 

  

Car Show Thoughts for May! 
This month I would like to talk about a problem that has been discussed 
and debated by our board members. This topic is the lack of participation 
across all events. In this context I would like to talk about it in relation to 
the region car show. While participation in general by members of our car 
club to volunteer has been good, the number of members’ cars that are 
brought for judging and/or display has been low. 

 I would like to present some of my thoughts on what might be contributing 
to this low-member car count. One primary reason is the average age of 
our members is quite high, which makes it more difficult to prepare the 
cars for display. Another reason may be that members may be intimidated 
by professionally restored vehicles if they have restored their vehicle 
themselves or frequently drive their vehicle instead of trailering them.  

Since this is our 75th anniversary and our feature car is member vehicles, 
all vehicles 25 years and older are welcome to come either for judging or 
display regardless of fit and finish. My personal experience from attending 
many area car shows is that community members are always so excited to 
see unique, rare, or seldom seen vehicles even though they are not museum 
quality. These are the vehicles that tend to get the most attention, the 
diamonds in the “rough.” 

Please consider bringing your vehicle to our show on July 19, 2026, at 
Carpenter’s Park in Carpentersville Illinois. 

James Sikora                                                                       
jamessikora@att.net 

(708) 691-9854 

      

mailto:jamessikora@att.net
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80 YEARS ago, a group of antique car lovers got together and formed the Illinois 
Region. Guess what was one of the first events they planned? 

Go ahead, guess. 

A car show.  

They planned, organized and held the very first 
Illinois Region car show.  

A car show. . . so all the members could bring 
their favorite "toy" and show it off. 

A car show. . . so that the members could admire 
each other's wheels. 

A car show. . .so they could swap stories about how they acquired their car and what 
they did to it. 

A car show. 

So, now, 75 years after the first car show, guess what we are doing? 

Go ahead, guess. 

WE ARE HAVING A CAR SHOW!!! 

We are having a car show so that our members can bring their favorite set of 
wheels and show it off.  YOU are the feature this year. Members cars. We want to 
celebrate 75 years in this special way. We want to feature our members and their 
cars. 

I have 2 questions for you: 

1. Will you bring your car to the show on July 19? Can we count on you? 

2. Would you be able to help us out? We need members to help us out, setting up 
and day of.  Can we count on you?  

This is our 75th show. Come and participate. Contact Jim Sikora at 708-691-9854 
or at jamessikora@att.net or simply reply to me Pat Markert and let me know what 
you think at crochetisg8@gmail.com 

mailto:jamessikora@att.net
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AACA Chapter Region Events: 
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AACA Region Chapter Events: (WNS Ladies Luncheon cont…) 
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ACA Region Chapter Events: (WNS Ladies Luncheon cont…) 
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AACA Chapter Region Events: 
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AACA Chapter Region Events:                
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Cruise on over to the 
The Gent's Lunch 

Thursday, May 14th @ Noon 
 

So come on over and have a good time with 
"The Guys" and bring a friend. 

 
Emmett’s Brewery                                                                     
128 W. Main St. 

West Dundee, IL. 60118 
 

   Please R.S.V.P. to Humberto Garcia 
847-800-5124 and let him know if you will 
be attending. 
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Fox Valley Dust of Tour                                   
Saturday, May 16th 

 

Tour will start at 9:00 am at: 

St. Charles Motorcycle and Art Museum 
stcmotorcyclemuseum.org 

1317 E. Mains St                                                                                                                       
St. Charles IL., 60174 

Coffee and donuts will be available 

From there we will be touring through the western suburbs to the 

The Beller Museum                                                            
http://www.bellermuseum.com 

275 Rocbarr Dr.                                                                
Romeoville Il., 60446 

And then onto lunch at 

Doc Watsons Smoke House                                                                           
http://www.docwatsonssmokehouse.com                                                                                                                        

444 N. Weber Rd.                                                                                     
Romeoville Il., 60448 

Please RSVP to Pat Markert if you will be attending at 
crochetisg8@gmail.com. 

 

http://stcmotorcyclemuseum.org/
http://www.bellermuseum.com/
http://www.docwatsonssmokehouse.com/
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58th Annual Father’s Day Car Show 

Sunday, June 21st, 2026 
Oak Brook Center 
10:00am – 6:00pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Come spend Father's Day at the 58th Annual Father’s 

Day Car Show at Oakbrook Center Mall located at 100 
Oakbrook Center, Oak Brook, IL. 60523 

 
View a curated show spanning 100 years of automotive 

history featuring some of the rarest and most special cars 
in the world. 

 
Enjoy music by the Revolution Big Band Orchestra 1:00 

pm - 4:00 pm 
 
The show is by the Greater Illinois Region of the 

Classic Car Club of America, For information Contact Russ 
Rodriguez at russarod@gmail.com 

 

mailto:russarod@gmail.com
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DON’T MISS                                                                  
2026 - HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY US ROUTE 

66 - AN IN-PERSON SLIDE/LECTURE 
PROGRAM PRESENTED BY  

 

Barbara J. Barrett, MPA, CAE, an History Edutainment (Educational 
Entertainment) Speaker who makes automotive, architectural, 

manufacturing, music, and world history “come alive” in a fascinating and 
entertaining way. She has presented programs for C-SPAN American 

History TV, the Studebaker National Museum, the Gilmore Car Museum, 
community colleges, church groups, private clubs, public libraries, & 
senior living communities to name a few. She holds a Bachelor of 

Science (BS) degree from the University of Illinois and a Master in Public 
Administration (MPA) degree from Roosevelt University, Chicago, IL. 

Program Description: 
Happy 100th Birthday US Route 66 – Join Barbara J. Barrett and 

“Get Your Kicks on Route 66” as she celebrates the attractions and allure 
of the “Main Street of America” from its controversial birth in 1926 to its 

centennial this year, 2026. Beginning in Chicago, the official start of “The 
Mother Road,” you will discover how and why Route 66 was established 

while exploring the roadside culture & appeal of this open road. You’ll visit 
vintage motels such as the Blue Swallow in Tucumcari, NM and the 
Wigwam in Holbrook, AZ; gawk at odd roadside attractions like the 

Gemini Giant in Wilmington, IL, the Big Blue Whale of Catoosa, OK,  and 
the Cadillac Ranch in Amarillo, TX; and savor classic American road food 

served at family owned restaurants like the White Fence Farm in 
Romeoville, IL, the Cozy Dog Drive-In in Springfield, IL, or the Big Texan 

Steak Ranch in Amarillo, TX  along the more than 2,400 miles of Route 66 
before reaching the Santa Monica Pier – the terminus or “End of the 

Trail.” 
 

May 9, 2026               Wilmington 

Pub Library                                                      

Wilmington, IL  1:00 PM                               

                                                                            

May 13, 2026                   Geneva 

Pub Lib Dist.                   Geneva, IL  

1:30 PM 

 

June 18, 2026             

Crestwood Pub Lib Dist.              

Crestwood, IL  6:00 PM 

 

July 8, 2026  

Downers Grove Pub Lib                   

Downers Grove, IL 1:00 PM 

 

July 18, 2026      

Bloomington Pub Lib  

Bloomington, IL 2:00 PM  

 

August 12, 2026                 

Green Hills Pub Lib            

Palos Hills, IL 2:00 PM                 

 

August 19, 2026       

Lincolnwood PL   

Lincolnwood, IL 6:30 PM  

                                          

August 26, 2026                  

Helen Plum PL              

Lombard, IL 1:00 PM                             

 

September 11, 2026            

Maine Township, 

MaineStreamers                   

Park Ridge, IL 2:00 PM 
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FOR SALE!  
 

  

1940 Ford Cnvt. DeLuxe Street Rod Dark Green, fuel 
injection Chevy engine, original steel body, auto   
trans, interior has been redone and new seat frame 
sand springs. 1940 original engine.                            
Paul had this car done. $45,000 obo.  
Call Jean Marcotte 815-472-3403 
 

Two (2)1928-1929 Fenders. Asking $150 for the pair. Pickup in Yorkville, IL. 
Please contact:  Tom Baumgartner 630-209-0287 twjbrunner@aol.com 
 
1966 Chrysler 300 Convertible. Silver/Black top and interior. Low miles. 
Newer Top and tires. Auto, A/C, Buckets. Nice Driver quality.  $10,500. 
Need to sell. Contact:  Dan Sobczyk 847-977-0595 
or dansobczyk@yahoo.com                        Pictures on request. 
 
1914 Ford model T Touring.  Strong, dependable runner.  Straight body, 
wheels, top, boot, I timer, no theft steering wheel.  Temco shocks, electric 
starter. Hood, paint and upholstery are tired.  $17,000 or reasonable 
offer.  (847) 251-2603.  No texts. 

For Sale Soft fabric Car Cover - $20 - Located in Niles, IL.                        
Contact Steve Kolish (847) 848 – 7013 

1939 Sears Handyman riding tractor with Attachments 1000, firm. Dave 
Kolzow - 815 246 4545 

Sterling Model 20 Sirenlite 12v. In working condition. 
Custom aluminum mount. Considered a classic vintage 
fire/ambulance siren with a "long roll" sound. Originally 
purchased for a parade truck. $750. 
Also, for sale, two outdoor red park 
benches mounted in bed of Firetruck. 
$700. Contact Jim 630-885-5932. 

mailto:twjbrunner@aol.com
mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com

