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April 2026                                                                   Volume 78 Number 4 

COMING SOON…… 

Friday, April 10th  – Waukegan-North Shore TRIVIA 

NIGHT-7:30-9:30PM – State Bank of the Lakes, Grayslake. 

See page 17. 

Thursday, April 23rd – AACA GENT’S LUNCHEON, Noon  

@ Emmett’s- 128 W. Main St. West Dundee, IL 60118. See 

page 18. 

Friday, April 24th  -LADIES OF THE AACA ILLINOIS 

REGION LUNCH 11:30am. Granite City, Schaumburg, Il. 

See page 19. 
 
Sunday, April 26th – Fox Valley Annual Spring Brunch at 
Sunrise Social, 2561 County Line Rd., Algonquin, IL 60102.  
11:30-2:30pm. See page 20.   
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 NATIONAL NEWS 
For more information on National and other events 
see aaca.org 

  

  
  
2026 Nationals & Tours 

April                                                                                         

9-11 – Southeastern Spring Nationals – Charlotte, 

NC – hosted by Hornets Nest Region  

23-25 – Annual Grand Nationals/Western Spring 

Nationals – Las Vegas, NV – hosted by Las Vegas 

Region  

                                                                                      

May                                                                                        

28-30 – Eastern Spring Nationals – Indiana, PA – 

hosted by Shannock Valley Region 

June                                                                                              

11-13 – Southeastern Fall Nationals – Oak Ridge, TN – 

hosted by Volunteer Region 

15-19 – Sentimental Tour – Mechanicsburg, PA – 

hosted by Oakland-Pontiac Worldwide Region 

July 23-25 – Central Spring Nationals – Green Bay, 

WI 

 

                                                                                                                                  

 
 

May 24 -  Silver Springs Chapter 54th ANNUAL 
CAR SHOW AND SWAP MEET. See page 21. 

May 28-31 (SAVE THE DATE) -  Region 
SPRING TOUR. See pages 22 & 23. 

Sept TBD -  Illinois Region Fall Tour.  

November 1  -  Waukegan-North Shore RUN 
TO Brighton.  

June 13 -REGION BOARD MEETING  
 
  

.  

Sept 12 -REGION BOARD MEETING  
 
  

.  

July 19 -ILLINOIS REGION CAR SHOW. 

Carpentersville, IL. See pages 24 & 25.  
 
  

.  

May 16 -Fox Valley DUST OFF TOUR See 

page 20. 
 
  

.  

August 9 - Waukegan-North Shore SUMMER 
PICNIC.  

May 3  -   Waukegan-North Shore DUST OFF 
TOUR. More information to come.  

April 26 -Fox Valley BRUNCH – 11:30-2:30PM. 

Sunrise Social, Algonquin, IL. See page 20. 
 
  

.  

August 2  - Waukegan-North Shore ILLINOIS 
RR MUSEUM TRANSPORTATION 
EXTRAVAGANZA TOUR & SHOW, Union, Il.   

June 21st   GIRCCCA’s 57th Annual 

Father’s Day Classic Car Show – Oak 

Brook Center, Oak Brook, IL.   

April 23 -GENT’S LUNCH-Noon, Emmett’s 

Brewery, West Dundee, IL See page 18. 
 
  

.  

April 10 – Waukegan-North Shore TRIVIA 

NIGHT-7:30-9:30PM – State Bank of the 

Lakes, Grayslake. See page 17. 
 
  

.  
April 24 -LADIES AACA ILLINOIS REGION 

LUNCH Granite City, Schaumburg, Il. See pg.19 
 
  

.  

August 30  - Waukegan-North Shore GRAND 
DOMINION CAR SHOW, Mundelein, IL 

August 8 - Waukegan-North Shore SYCAMORE 
STEAM SHOW, Sycamore, IL.  
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CHAPTER CONTACTS 
Des Plaines Valley  President: Lee Nelson   
     815-729-0366     l-n522@juno.com 
Fox Valley   President: Dan Sobczyk   
     847-428-0247    dansobczyk@yahoo.com  
Silver Springs  President: Jim Olson 
    815-786-4646    GrandmasterJ65@gmail.com 
Chapter meetings are held the third Wednesday of every month at 
member homes. 

Waukegan-North Shore   President: Richard Nelson 

     773-914-8576   RNELSON2701@SBCGLOBAL.NET 
Chapter meetings are held the second Friday of the month 
September through May (excepting December) at State Bank of 
the Lakes, 50 Commerce Dr., Grayslake, IL 60030 

 ILLINOIS REGION 
The Illinois Region serves northeastern Illinois. 
Meetings are held on the second Saturday of odd 
numbered months at various locations.  
  
MEMBERSHIP: 
Andy Voss 
245 E. Willow Ave. Apt.518 
Wheaton, IL 60187  
Cell 630-605-8392 
Email: andyjanevoss@aol.com 
     Please contact Andy with questions about 
membership and/or address corrections. Annual 
dues are $23 for both individual and joint 
memberships. Membership in the National AACA 
is an absolute prerequisite for membership in the 
Illinois Region.  
  
                        
  
                          
  
  
  

OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT:  
Dan Sobczyk 
822 Bannock Road 
East Dundee, IL 60118 
(H) 847-428-0247 
Email: dansobczyk@yahoo.com 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT  
Humberto Garcia                                  
3720 Rolling Hills Rd.                                  
Carpentersville, IL 60110                              
Home: 847-428-3730                                                       
Email: hgbejar@aol.com 
 
SECRETARY 
Rose O’Halloran 
8268 Twombly Road 
P.O. Box 465 
De Kalb, IL 60115-0465 
Home: 815-758-3085 
Email: hetlibr@aol.com 
 
TREASURER: 
Bob Wenderski 
265 N. Waukegan Rd. 
Lake Forest, IL 60045 
(H) 847-234-2394 
Email: bsw60045@comcast.net 
  
  

ARCHIVIST: 
Chris Schurrer 
Email: hpdog259962@gmail.com 
(H) 815-344-3775. 
   
WEBMASTER:         
 Bill Vroman 

 Email joannanbill@yahoo.com 

 (H) 847-587-9468  
 
SIDELIGHTS LIASON 
Bob Markert 
Email: rjmarkert42@aol.com  
(H) 630-852-9893                         
  

EDITOR OF SIDELIGHTS: 
Laura Cielenski 
316 Forest Trail 
Oak Brook, IL 60523 
(H) 630-941-8812 
Email: aaca.sidelights@gmail.com 
All materials should be submitted by the 20th of the month 
or sooner.  

  
BOARD MEMBERS: 
Through 2026 
Chris Schurrer 
Rick Shaw 
Dale Woosley 
 
Through 2027 
Humberto Garcia 
Rose O’Halloran 
Richard Nelson 
 
Through 2028 
Dan Sobczyk 
Anna Nelson 
Bibiana Garcia 
 

mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:RNELSON2701@SBCGLOBAL.NET
mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:hgbejar@aol.com
mailto:joannanbill@yahoo.com
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THE 
PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE   
  

 

Dear Members, 

I recently attended the Waukegan/North Shore St. Patrick’s Day party. The 

party was hosted by Dan & Lizzie Helgren. What a nice party it was, the food 

was great and seeing the members is always the highlight of any event. 

The turnout for the party was very good although parties in the past years were 

larger. I’ve noticed a decrease in attendance in a number of functions I’ve 

attended not only in our club but also in other clubs. 

I’ve spoken to the other clubs and they agreed that attendance in the past has 

been larger. They weren’t sure why attendance is decreasing. 

The other clubs cite the age of the members as a main factor. Is there more to 

it than age?  I know events have become more expensive but that is a factor out 

of our control.  

This is where I need your help as members of the club. I would appreciate 

hearing your thoughts regarding the decrease in attendance. Is it age, cost of 

the events, or ? 

Please feel free to email me at dansobczyk@yahoo.com with your thoughts. 

At this point in time, the National meet committee is busy at work laying out 

plans for the event. They have some great plans and ideas for the event. 

As I wrote last month, they are hard at work to ensure it is a memorable event 

for all the participants. Hopefully, you can find time to volunteer to ensure it is 

a great event. 

Until next month, 

Dan 

mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com
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ILLINOIS REGION 

ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA 

 

SECOND BOARD MEETING  

DATE January 17 2026 

Carpentersville Public Works Building 

 

President Dan Sobczyk 

Vice-President Humberto Garcia 

Secretary Rose O’Halloran 

Treasurer Bob Wenderski 

 

Board Members 

 

Bibiana Garcia.                        Bob Markert                               Lee Nelson 

Rich Nelson                              Jim Olson                                  Chris Schurrer 

Rick Shaw                                Jim Sikora                                  Andy Voss 

Bill Vroman                                Dale Woosley 

 

Guests 

 

Nancy Nelson.   Cheryl Woosley.   Owen Olson.   Andy Ibata 

 

Call to Order by President Sobczyk. Time: 

 

Election of New Officers: President Sobczyk agrees to serve one more year. Rich Nelson 

nominates Humberto Garcia for Vice-President. Seconded by Andy Voss. Bill Vroman 

nominates O’Halloran for Secretary; second by Rich Nelson. O’Halloran nominates Bob 

Wenderski for Treasurer; second by Humberto Garcia. All candidates elected.  
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Secretary: Acceptance of previous minutes 

 

Treasurer Report: same as first meeting 

 

Old business: Illinois Region election recap. 132 ballots mailed out by Commissioner 

O’Halloran. 77 ballots returned via US Mail, plus one hand returned. One spoiled ballot. 

Ballots on site for inspection. Thank you to candidates, appreciation shown to members who 

responded for wonderful return rate. Very close results! Expense vouchers turned over to 

Treasurer Wenderski. Thank you to Andy Voss for printing mailing labels. 

 

New business: Introduction of new officers. Discussion of proposed 2027 Mid-America 

National Meet. Secret ballot by officers and directors of region. Motion to host said event 

passes. 

 

Standing Committees: Nothing to report following first meeting. 

 

Activities: Nothing additional to report from first meeting. 

 

Chapter Reports: No new business from first meeting. 

 

Visitor Input: None 

 

Motion to Adjourn. Time: 

 

Submitted: new Secretary O’Halloran 
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2027 MID-AMERICA NATIONAL MEET 

REVIEW 

 

Proposed by Humberto Garcia in August 2025, the idea of an Illinois Region-hosted 

national show met resistance by members involved with the last region national show held 

in Oakbrook over ten years earlier. Although that show did earn the region money, main 

sticking point was lack of region member volunteerism with most of the tasks handled by 

too few workers.  

It was suggested that our region has fewer members now, the group as a whole is older, 

what dynamicism we may have had has waned and we are certain to have too few 

volunteers, again. 

Proponents countered that with an aging membership we need new activities to drive 

increased membership, that a national show would highlite the region in a favorable light 

within the larger AACA community, that it may increase our coffers. 

Humberto entreated the National AACA board with a tentative proposal for an event to be 

held in a suburb northwest of Chicago. Response was immediate and positive. 

It was discussed at our Illinois board meetings starting in September 2025, put before the 

board for a vote at our second January 17 2026 meeting in Carpentersville and passed. 

The decision was not unanimous.  

Initial goal was a meet to be held in August 2027, from Wednesday the 11th with a show 

and awards banquet on Saturday the 14th. These dates were chosen as to not interfere 

with the Geneva Concours.  

The National AACA board accepted our offer but with a change of dates starting 

Wednesday, August 25 2027 with show and awards Saturday August 28. These dates also 

do not interfere with the Geneva Concours. 

Humberto scoped a number of hotels; the committee has been in contact with one in 

particular. We have visited this location several times, it is adequate for our needs. 

Negotiations have been forwarded to the National advisors, until a contract is signed the 

hotel will remain unnamed. 

Committee posts have been assigned, and there will be a plea for assistance. I was asked 

to take on registration. A requirement from the National Meet guidelines insists the meet 

registrar attend a registration seminar at the AACA national business meeting. This I did 

this past month (February 4th through the 8th) in Chantilly Virginia.  

We will try to maintain transparency going forward with this exciting project. Thank you. 
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AACA Membership News: 

 

 

Please make a note in your 2026 AACA Illinois Region Roster that the 

phone number for Henry & Kay Hahn is incorrect.  Their corrected home 

phone number is 847-223-0910. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Memoriam of Charles Kuhn                                                       

It is with sadness to inform you that Region member                       

Charles Kuhn passed away in October of 2024.   

 

Our condolences go out to his wife Susan and the                             

Kuhn family. 
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Region News:  

 

Car Show 2026! 
  

After a bumpy few weeks, we have the green light and are ready to 

proceed with plans for this year’s car show. You may be wondering what I 

might be referring to. Behind the scenes we had some extra paperwork 

that needed to be completed for national in order to get our certificate of 

insurance. All members of our region board immediately stepped into action 

and worked diligently to complete the paperwork needed at record speed. 

As a result, our certificate of insurance was issued on March 14th, and we 

have already received confirmation from our contact in Carpentersville 

that it has been received and all our paperwork is complete for the show. 

We were approved by the Village of Carpentersville at their board meeting 

this month with the help of Humberto Garcia, so we are ready to continue 

with recruitment of volunteers and registration of cars. 

If anyone in the Carpentersville area knows of businesses or individuals in 

the area that may be interested in contributing to the event, please 

forward their contact information to me. 

 

Thank you, 

Jim Sikora, Show Manager  

jamessikora@att.net/ (708)691-9854 
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AACA Chapter Region Events: 

Fox Valley Model Car Show & Pizza Party                                                                            
by Humberto Garcia 

 

On Saturday, March 14th the Fox Valley Chapter celebrated its 4th Annual 

Model Car Show and Pizza Party. The event was held at the delicious Lou 

Manatis Pizza Restaurant in Lakewood, IL. 

It was very well attended event. We had a large variety of model cars 

exhibited in scales ranging from 1/12 to 1/16. The proud owners displayed 

their models on a large variety of materials from plastic, metal and wood. 

The winners were Bob Markert, Craig Zaplatynsky, Dale Woosley and Jim 

Sikora. 

An ala carte menu was served; soft drinks and adult beverages were on 

hand to all the exhibitors and their companions. 
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AACA Region Chapter Events: (Fox Valley Model Car & Pizza cont…) 
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AACA Chapter Region Events: 
 

St Partick’s Day Party, Where Shenanigans Run Wild!!! 
Written by: Anna Nelson 

 

                          

 

Waukegan/North Shore Chapter celebrated St. Patrick’s Day at Hackney’s in Glenview 

on March 22, 2026. We had a smaller group this year, but lots of fun. Our members 

enjoyed the ability to socialize with good conversations and laughter. I enjoyed listening 

and exchanging our current adventures.  Many attendees wore their Irish attire to 

express their festiveness of the event.   
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AACA Region Chapter Events: (WNS St. Patrick’s Day Party cont…) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan & Lizzie Helgren did an excellent job setting up this event.  We had several food 

choices, that pleased everyone.  All the choices were delicious, the food at this place 

has not failed us yet! Richard Nelson thanked everyone for attending the event and 

mentioned upcoming Waukegan/North Shore Events.  
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Waukegan-North Shore 

Trivia Night 

 

April 10, 2026 

7:30pm-9:30pm 

 

Join us for our monthly meeting, 

Followed by Trivia. 

 

State Bank of the Lakes 

50 Commerce Dr. 

Grayslake, IL 60030 
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Cruise on over to the 

The Gent's Lunch 

Thursday, April 23rd @ Noon 

 

So come on over and have a good time with 

"The Guys" and bring a friend. 

 

Emmett’s Brewery                                                                     

128 W. Main St. 

West Dundee, IL. 60118 

 

   Please R.S.V.P. to Humberto Garcia 

847-800-5124 and let him know if you will 

be attending. 
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FOR SALE!  
 

  

 

1940 Ford Cnvt. DeLuxe Street Rod Dark Green, fuel 

injection Chevy engine, original steel body, auto   

trans, interior has been redone and new seat frame 

sand springs. 1940 original engine.                            

Paul had this car done. $45,000 obo.  

Call Jean Marcotte 815-472-3403 

 

Two (2)1928-1929 Fenders. Asking $150 for the pair. Pickup in Yorkville, IL. 

Please contact:  Tom Baumgartner 630-209-0287 twjbrunner@aol.com 

 

1966 Chrysler 300 Convertible. Silver/Black top and interior. Low miles. 

Newer Top and tires. Auto, A/C, Buckets. Nice Driver quality.  $10,500. 

Need to sell. Contact:  Dan Sobczyk 847-977-0595 

or dansobczyk@yahoo.com                        Pictures on request. 

 

1914 Ford model T Touring.  Strong, dependable runner.  Straight body, 

wheels, top, boot, I timer, no theft steering wheel.  Temco shocks, electric 

starter. Hood, paint and upholstery are tired.  $17,000 or reasonable 

offer.  (847) 251-2603.  No texts. 

 

For Sale Soft fabric Car Cover - $20 - Located in Niles, IL.                        

Contact Steve Kolish (847) 848 – 7013 

 

1939 Sears Handyman riding tractor with Attachments 1000, firm. Dave 

Kolzow - 815 246 4545 

mailto:twjbrunner@aol.com
mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com

