
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

The Official Publication of the Illinois Region 
AACA’s Oldest Region—established 1946 

 

February 2026                                                                   Volume 78 Number 2 

COMING SOON…… 

Thursday, February 19th – AACA 
GENT’S LUNCHEON, Noon  @ 
Emmett’s- 128 W. Main St. West 
Dundee, IL 60118. See page 18. 

Friday, February 20th - The Ladies of 
AACA Luncheon, 11:30am @ The Granite 
City Food & Brewery, Schaumburg, IL. 
See page 19. 
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 NATIONAL NEWS 
For more information on National and other events 
see aaca.org 

2026 Nationals & Tours 

February                                                                        

5-7 – Annual Convention/National Awards 

– Westfields Marriott Washington Dulles, 

Chantilly, VA – 717-534-1910    

March                                                                                        

26-28 – Winter Nationals – Cartersville, GA – 
hosted by Lake Allatoona Region 

April                                                                                         

9-11 – Southeastern Spring Nationals – Charlotte, 

NC – hosted by Hornets Nest Region  

23-25 – Annual Grand Nationals/Western Spring 

Nationals – Las Vegas, NV – hosted by Las Vegas 

Region  

                                                                                      

May                                                                                        

28-30 – Eastern Spring Nationals – Indiana, PA – 
hosted by Shannock Valley Region 

June                                                                                             

11-13 – Southeastern Fall Nationals – Oak Ridge, TN – 
hosted by Volunteer Region 

15-19 – Sentimental Tour – Mechanicsburg, PA – 
hosted by Oakland-Pontiac Worldwide Region 

July 23-25 – Central Spring Nationals – Green Bay, 

WI 

 

February 20 -LADIES OF THE AACA 

ILLINOIS REGION LUNCHEON – Granite City, 
Schaumburg, Il. See page 19. 
 

May 24 -  Silver Springs Chapter 54th ANNUAL 
CAR SHOW AND SWAP MEET.  

May 16-18  -  Region SPRING TOUR hosted by 
Waukegan North Shore.. 

Sept TBD -  Illinois Region Fall Tour.  

November 2  -  Waukegan-North Shore RUN 
TO Brighton.  

March 7 -REGION BOARD MEETING  
 

June 13 -REGION BOARD MEETING  
 

Sept 13 -REGION BOARD MEETING  
 

July 19 -ILLINOIS REGION CAR SHOW. 

Carpentersville, IL  
 

November 7 -REGION BOARD MEETING  
 

March 22 -  Waukegan-North Shore - ST. 
PATRICK’S DAY PARTY at Hackneys on the 
Lake.  
  

May 3 - 2026 REGION SWAP MEET – 
6:30AM-2:30PM. Bill Kay Corvettes – 2100 Ogden 
Ave, Downers Grove,  More information to come.  

February 15th   34th Annual Buick, OLDS, Pontiac & Cadillac Swap 
Meet & Car Corral. Kane County Fairgrounds 523 S. Randall Road, 
St. Charles. Open 8am-2pm. See Pages 16 & 17 for more information. 

 

August 9  -  Waukegan-North Shore SUMMER 
PICNIC.  

February 19 -GENT’S LUNCH-Noon, Emmett’s 
Brewery, West Dundee, IL See page 18. 
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CHAPTER CONTACTS 
Des Plaines Valley  President: Lee Nelson   
     815-729-0366     l-n522@juno.com 
Fox Valley   President: Dan Sobczyk   
     847-428-0247    dansobczyk@yahoo.com  
Silver Springs  President: Jim Olson 
    815-786-4646    GrandmasterJ65@gmail.com 
Chapter meetings are held the third Wednesday of every month at 
member homes. 

Waukegan-North Shore   President: Richard Nelson 

     773-914-8576   RNELSON2701@SBCGLOBAL.NET 

Chapter meetings are held the second Friday of the month 
September through May (excepting December) at State Bank of 
the Lakes, 50 Commerce Dr., Grayslake, IL 60030 

 ILLINOIS REGION 
The Illinois Region serves northeastern Illinois. 
Meetings are held on the second Saturday of odd 
numbered months at various locations.  
  
MEMBERSHIP: 
Andy Voss 
245 E. Willow Ave. Apt.518 
Wheaton, IL 60187  
Cell 630-605-8392 
Email: andyjanevoss@aol.com 
     Please contact Andy with questions about 
membership and/or address corrections. Annual 
dues are $23 for both individual and joint 
memberships. Membership in the National AACA 
is an absolute prerequisite for membership in the 
Illinois Region.  
  
OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT:  
Dan Sobczyk 
822 Bannock Road 
East Dundee, IL 60118 
(H) 847-428-0247 
Email: dansobczyk@yahoo.com 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT  
Humberto Garcia                                  
3720 Rolling Hills Rd.                                  
Carpentersville, IL 60110                              
Home: 847-428-3730                                               
Email: hgbejar@aol.com 
 
SECRETARY 
Rose O’Halloran 
8268 Twombly Road 
P.O. Box 465 
De Kalb, IL 60115-0465 
Home: 815-758-3085 
Email: hetlibr@aol.com 
 
TREASURER: 
Bob Wenderski 
265 N. Waukegan Rd. 
Lake Forest, IL 60045 
(H) 847-234-2394 
Email: bsw60045@comcast.net 
  
  

ARCHIVIST: 
Chris Schurrer 
Email: hpdog259962@gmail.com 
(H) 815-344-3775. 
   
WEBMASTER:         
 Bill Vroman 
 Email joannanbill@yahoo.com 

 (H) 847-587-9468  
 
SIDELIGHTS LIASON 
Bob Markert 
Email: rjmarkert42@aol.com  
(H) 630-852-9893                         
  

EDITOR OF SIDELIGHTS: 
Laura Cielenski 
316 Forest Trail 
Oak Brook, IL 60523 
(H) 630-941-8812 
Email: aaca.sidelights@gmail.com 
All materials should be submitted by the 20th of the month 
or sooner.  

  
BOARD MEMBERS: 
Through 2026 
Chris Schurrer 
Rick Shaw 
Dale Woosley 
 
Through 2027 
Humberto Garcia 
Rose O’Halloran 
Richard Nelson 
 
Through 2028 
Dan Sobczyk 
Anna Nelson 
Bibiana Garcia 
 

mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:RNELSON2701@SBCGLOBAL.NET
mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:hgbejar@aol.com
mailto:joannanbill@yahoo.com
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THE 
PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE   
  

Dear Members, 
 
The AACA Illinois Region held its annual meeting on January 17 of this year. Along with 
coffee and cake celebrating our 80th Anniversary, the election of officers and the 
installment of our new board members took place. 
 

One important piece of business also took place at this meeting and that was will AACA 
Illinois Region host a National meet in 2027. 
 

After much discussion and a summary of the event by our region secretary, Mr. Humberto 
Garcia, a vote was held among the board members and the good news is there will be a 
National Meet held by our region in 2027. 
 

It will be a positive for our region. One of the major benefits will be, hopefully, the addition 
of new members to our region. We desperately need new members and new ideas to keep the 
region alive and well and functioning for another 80 years. 
 

The election of officers for 2026 was held and the results are as follows: 
 

President: Dan Sobczyk 
Vice President: Humberto Garcia 
Secretary: Rose O’Halloran 
Treasurer: Bob Wenderski 
 

Bob Wenderski gave notice that this will be his last year as Treasurer. 
If we have anyone who would be interested in assuming the position, please let Bob know and 
he will work with you. Computer skills in EXCEL would be a plus. 
 

The members elected to the board for a 3-year term are: 
 

Bibiana Garcia, Anna Nelson and Dan Sobczyk. 
 

A big THANK YOU goes out to Andy Abata for volunteering to run for the board. 
 

Lastly, the recipients of the cherished Litchfeld Award this year are Jerry and Joan Bodden. 
Always willing to help out.  
                                                                                                                
A big THANK YOU to Jerry Bodden for serving on the board for many years. 
 

That wraps it up for this month. 

Dan Sobczyk 

 



Page 5 
  



Page 6 
   



Page 7 
  



Page 8 
   



Page 9 
  



Page 10 
 

AACA Illinois Region Board Meeting 
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AACA Illinois Region Board Meeting 

 

Richard C. Lichtfeld Award 

By: Anna Nelson  

     This year’s Richard C. Lichtfeld 
Award was presented by Bob Markert 
to Jerry and Joan Bodden on January 
17, 2026 at the AACA Illinois Region 
board meeting. The award is for 
Outstanding Sportsmanship while 
representing the value of the Illinois 
Region and the AACA. Jerry and Joan 
started their AACA relationship in 
1988 in North Carolina. Jerry was 
elected to the board for 6 years. 
Jerry and Joan moving to Illinois kept 
their AACA membership and joined the 
Illinois Region and the 
Waukegan/North Shore chapter in 
2015. Jerry was elected to Illinois 
Region Board as a member for 6 years.  
Congratulations and thank you for 
providing support and leading activities 
for this club. 
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Region News:  
 

            

Car Show 2026! 
  

Even though it is COLD and snowy it is already time to start thinking 
about the 75th anniversary of the Illinois region of the AACA car 
show which will take place on July 19, 2026. The show will be held 
again this year in Carpentersville with set up for the show taking 
place on Saturday and the show taking place on Sunday morning. 

We are fortunate to have a few dedicated volunteers that have 
already signed up for key positions. There are still many important 
positions that need to be filled. Please contact Jim Sikora to discuss 
how you might be able to support this event at (708) 691-9854 
or jamessikora@att.net 

 

Thank you. 

Jim Sikora, Show Manager 

      

 

 

mailto:jamessikora@att.net
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Cruise on over to the 
The Gent's Lunch 

Thursday, February 19th @ Noon 
 
So come on over and have a good time with 
"The Guys" and bring a friend. 
 
Emmett’s Brewery                                                                     
128 W. Main St.  
West Dundee, IL. 60118 
 
Please R.S.V.P. to Humberto Garcia 
847-800-5124 and let him know if you will be 
attending. 
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FOR SALE!  
 

  

 

1940 Ford Cnvt. DeLuxe Street Rod Dark Green, fuel 
injection Chevy engine, original steel body, auto   
trans, interior has been redone and new seat frame 
sand springs. 1940 original engine.                            
Paul had this car done. $45,000 obo.  
Call Jean Marcotte 815-472-3403 
 

Two (2)1928-1929 Fenders. Asking $150 for the pair. Pickup in Yorkville, IL. 
Please contact:  Tom Baumgartner 630-209-0287 twjbrunner@aol.com 
 
1966 Chrysler 300 Convertible. Silver/Black top and interior. Low miles. 
Newer Top and tires. Auto, A/C, Buckets. Nice Driver quality.  $18,500 
OBO. Contact:  Dan Sobczyk 847-977-0595 or dansobczyk@yahoo.com                        
Pictures on request. 
 
1914 Ford model T Touring.  Strong, dependable runner.  Straight body, 
wheels, top, boot, I timer, no theft steering wheel.  Temco shocks, electric 
starter. Hood, paint and upholstery are tired.  $17,000 or reasonable 
offer.  (847) 251-2603.  No texts. 
 

For Sale Soft fabric Car Cover - $20 - Located in Niles, IL.                        
Contact Steve Kolish (847) 848 - 7013 

mailto:twjbrunner@aol.com
mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com

