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 NATIONAL NEWS 
For more information on National and other events 
see aaca.org 

  

  
  

2023 Nationals & Tours 

July                                                  

16-22 - AACA Founders Tour – Norwich, NY. 

August                                                

10-12-  2023 AACA Grand Nationals, 

Bettendorf, IA.                                                                                                                                     

16-19 AACA Vintage Tour – Aroostook County, 

ME. 

 
 

August 6  - Waukegan-North Shore ILLINOIS 
RR MUSEUM TRASPORTATION 
EXTRAVAGANZA SHOW, Union, Il. See pages 
17 & 18. 

July 23 -  Region CAR SHOW at Cantigny Park 
in Wheaton. – CANCELLED! 

August 20  -  Waukegan-North Shore SUMMER 
PICNIC & TOUR. See page 21 for more details. 

October 15  -  Waukegan-North Shore PRE-
WAR TOUR. More information to follow. 

November 5  -  Waukegan-North Shore RUN 
TO Brighton. More information to follow. 

October TBD -  Illinois Region Fall Tour. More 
information to come.  

August 27  -  Geneva Concours d’ Elegance. Geneva, IL. - 10:00am – 4:00pm.  
Genevaconcours.net 
 

August 13  - Waukegan-North Shore GRAND 
DOMINION CAR SHOW, Mundelein, IL. See 
page 20. 

August 12 - Waukegan-North Shore SYCAMORE 
STEAM SHOW, Sycamore, IL. See page 19. 

August 26  -  Geneva Concours d’ EleganceDriving Tour. Geneva, IL. - 10:00am.  
Driving Tour to the Elgin Historical Museum / Elgin, Illinois 

Lunch / Classic Automobiles / Homes and History. For more information go to 
Genevaconcours.net 
 

http://genevaconcours.net/
http://genevaconcours.net/


Page 3 

 

 
  

CHAPTER CONTACTS 
Des Plaines Valley  President: Lee Nelson   
     815-729-0366     l-n522@juno.com 
Fox Valley   President: Dan Sobczyk   
     847-428-0247    dansobczyk@yahoo.com  
Silver Springs  President: Al Matison 
    815-414-1239       almatison@hotmail.com 
Chapter meetings are held the third Wednesday of 
every month at member homes. 
Waukegan-North Shore   President: Dan Helgren 

     847-533-0349  danhelegan@aol.com 
 
      Chapter meetings are held the second Friday of 
the month September through May (excepting 
December ) at State Bank of the Lakes, 50 
Commerce Dr., Grayslake, IL 60030 

 ILLINOIS REGION 
The Illinois Region serves northeastern Illinois. 
Meetings are held on the second Saturday of odd 
numbered months at various locations.  
  
MEMBERSHIP: 
Andy Voss 
2588-B Rock Creek Rd. 
Plano, IL 60545  
Cell 630-605-8392 
Email: andyjanevoss@aol.com 
     Please contact Andy with questions about 
membership and/or address corrections. Annual 
dues are $23 for both individual and joint 
memberships. Membership in the National AACA 
is an absolute prerequisite for membership in the 
Illinois Region.  
  
                        
  
                          
  
  
  

OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT:  
Dan Sobczyk 
822 Bannock Road 
East Dundee, IL 60118 
(H) 847-428-0247 
Email: dansobczyk@yahoo.com 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT & ACTIVITIES 
Chris Schurrer 
5502 W. Chasefield Circle 
McHenry, IL 60050-5133 
(H) 815-344-3775. 
Email:hpdog259962@gmail.com 
 
SECRETARY: 
Pat Markert 
4600 Stonewall 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
(H) 630-852-9893 
Email: aacapat@aol.com 
   

TREASURER: 
Bob Wenderski 
265 N. Waukegan Rd. 
Lake Forest, IL 60045 
(H) 847-234-2394 
Email: bsw60045@comcast.net 
  
  

ARCHIVIST: 
Chris Schurrer 
Email: hpdog259962@gmail.com 
(H) 815-344-3775. 
   
WEBMASTER:         
 Bill Vroman 
 Email joannanbill@yahoo.com 

 (H) 847-587-9468                          
  

EDITOR OF SIDELIGHTS: 
Laura Cielenski 
316 Forest Trail 
Oak Brook, IL 60523 
(H) 630-941-8812 
Email: aaca.sidelights@gmail.com 
    All materials should be submitted by the 20th 
of the month or sooner.  
  
BOARD MEMBERS: 
Through 2023 
Bill Vroman 
Jo Ann Flynn 
Chris Schurrer 
 
Through 2024 
Ed Flynn 
Rose O’Halloran 
Nancy Nelson 
 
Through 2025 
Dan Sobczyk 
Jerry Bodden 
Bibiana Garcia 
 

mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:almatison@hotmail.com
mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:joannanbill@yahoo.com
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Easy 4th of July Truffle 
 

Ingredients 

1 16 oz. pound cake, cut up in 1-inch 

cubes.                                                          

1-pint strawberries, sliced with 1 cup 

reserved.                                                   

1-pint blueberries with a ½ cup 

reserved.                                                     

1 16oz frozen whipped topping, thawed.

                                             

 

Instructions  

 In a trifle bowl or large glass serving 

bowl, layer half the pound cake, 

strawberries, blueberries, and whipped 

topping. Repeat layers once more then 

garnish with reserved berries in a flag 

pattern, as shown. Serve immediately 

or refrigerate until ready to serve. 

 

 

 

                    

                                                                                                        Monthly Recipe 
  
  

THE 
PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 
  

 

Dear Members,  

So far, it has been a wonderful old car 

season. The weather has been more 

than cooperative in letting us enjoy the 

old cars.  We have had several events 

where the weather has been more then 

delightful. Hopefully this pattern of 

great weather will follow us throughout 

the remainder of the season. 

There is a non-automotive event the 

board decided to give it a try. That is 

our photography event. Any member is 

able to submit a photograph to our 

panel of judges. The only stipulation is 

the photo must contain an old car, 25 

years or older. It can be a color or 

black and white photo. Each contestant 

can submit up to three photos for 

consideration. The judges will select 

the three winning photos. The photos 

will be assigned a first, second or third 

place award. The selection of the 

winners is at the total discretion of the 

judges. There will be awards given to 

the top three finishers. Show us the 

artistic talent that lies within you. 

(Continued on page 5)             
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THE PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE (continued…) 
  

 

Also, the AACA has been invited to attend the driving tour the Saturday before 

the Geneva Concours. The tour will take us to the Elgin Historical Museum for a 

45-minute talk about the Elgin Road Race. It is a race that was held in the Elgin 

Area over 100 years ago. If you are interested in attending the tour, please 

check the website for the Geneva Concours in order to obtain additional 

information. 

Until next month, enjoy the weather and driving your old car. 

Dan 
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Region News: 

New Award                                                       

By Jim Sikora 
 

 A new award was announced at the spring tour banquet. The award is 

called The Loyal Order of the Lock washer! {LOL). The first inductee was 

Wendell Stevenson. But let's start at the beginning. 

        It was the fall tour to Indy. in 2019, I was in the hospitality room 

when Wendell Stevenson asked me to sit by him and enjoy a soda and some 

conversation, he said I was 'kind of funny'. I don't know what he was 

getting at, but I did have a question for him. What is the difference 

between a GMC pickup and a Chevy. pickup. Since Wendell has been around 

cars forever, he should have known the answer in a second. But he looked at 

me and his reply was “what's the difference?” My reply was lock washers, 

GMC's have lock washers and Chevy's don't, and that is why GMC's cost 

more. Wendell looked at me and started laughing and laughing. He was 

almost in tears! Wow, what just happened here. Once Wendell calmed down, 

we spent the evening trading old car stories. 

      After the tour I was thinking about Wendell and the lock washer 

joke. That's when I came up with the Loyal order of the Lock washer 

award. It was supposed to be an award, just for fun, and my wife Marcia 

would make the award on her computer and that was to be the end of that. 

Not so fast, then I started thinking about all Wendell has seen and done in 

the automotive hobby. He has been around a long time and has experienced 

more than many of us will ever see and do in our lifetimes. This award was 

no longer so funny. 

        About six months ago I was at an Illinois Region board meeting. I 

was talking about the Lock washer award when Bill Vroman asked what I 

was up to, and I explained it to him. With a smile, he offered his talent and  
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Region News: 
3-D printer to make the Lock washer award for Wendell. His version of the 

award was amazing. Now we had to give it to him. 

        I signed up to go on the spring tour to Freeport, Il. and checked 

to see if Wendell was going, and he was.  The next step was to talk to Chris 

Schurrer. Would he mind if I presented the LOL award to Wendell at the 

banquet on Saturday? He was good with that. Wendell knew something was 

going on, at the end of the announcements.  Chris called me up, I then called 

Wendell up too. It was time for him to receive his award.  With a tear in his 

eye, he commented “this is how car clubs are supposed to be.”   

 The LOL award is dedicated to the men and women of the old car 

hobby who are willing to share their knowledge, stories, and sense of humor 

with the younger member of our hobby. 
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Just for some summer fun, the Region is having a photo contest! The 
Executive Board of the Region will judge the photos and award the 

prizes. Rewards will be given for the best three pictures. Winners 

will be announced in the September issue of Sidelights. 
 

Rules: 

1. You can submit up to 3 pictures. 

2. Each picture must contain an antique vehicle. We are NOT 
judging the vehicles, they are only props in the picture. We are 

judging the overall look of the photo. Is it Beautiful? Serene? 

Chaotic? Calm? Fun? Colorful? 
3. Deadline for photos is July 31, 2023. 

4. All decisions of the judges are final. There is no crying in photo 
contests. 
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 Region Events:  
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Region Events: (Travel the Seven C’s cont…) 
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Region Events: (Travel the Seven C’s cont…) 

  



Page 16 

 

Region Events: (Travel the Seven C’s cont…) 
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FOR SALE!  

  

1940 Ford Cnvt. DeLuxe Street Rod 

Dark Green, fuel injection Chevy engine, original steel 

body, auto trans, interior has been redone and new                         

seat frame and springs. 1940 original engine. Paul had 

this car done. $40,000 obo. Call Jean Marcotte 

815-472-3403 

 

 

1950 Ford Custom Convertible Flathead V-8 overdrive fully restored. National 1st 

place winner; AACA 1st and senior awards. $51,000; call Carl Nemec @ 1 (630) 

323-9487 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FREE, FREE, FREE to a good home. 

Matchbook Collection. Hundreds of Matchbooks spanning several decades. Packed 

and ready to go. Contact Dan Sobczyk 

at dansobczyk@yahoo.com. 
 

Two (2)1928-1929 Fenders. Asking $150 for the pair. Pickup in 

Yorkville, IL. Please contact:  Tom Baumgartner 630-209-

0287/twjbrunner@aol.com 

 

Wanted brass sidelights, stationary farm engines, gambling machines,             

Dave Kolzow 815 246 4545. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:dansobczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:twjbrunner@aol.com
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