
 1 

 

The Official Publication of the Illinois Region  
AACAõs Oldest Regionñestablished 1946  

 
September 2018                                                                          Volume 70 Number 09  

MY TWO CENTS  
By Pat Markert  
 
 Well, it is now October and no one has 
stepped up to take over as editor of Sidelights. 
To be honest, I have not even had a single ques-
tion about how it is done, or how long it takes, or 
how hard it is to do.  
 So HERE IS MY TWO CENTS:   
 There has been some talk of hiring some-
one to do the paper. I am against that. This 
stranger to our club would not be conversant with 
what our club does nor treasure old cars the way 
our members do. This person most likely would 
not attend tours or other events. I donõt see the 
point.  
 I guess my bottom line is that if there is 
not a member willing to take this on, perhaps we 
need to let it die. There does not seem to be the 
enthusiasm in the membership that there was in 
earlier times. We are getting lower turnouts for 
tours, for the Swap Meet, for the Car Show, for 
chapter events. It is getting harder to find peo-
ple who are willing or able to work events.  
 Maybe it is time to cut back. The secre-
tary of the Region could send out the calendar 
each month to keep members informed about up-
coming events. 
 
 Thatõs it. Donõt know if it was worth 2Â, 
but this is my opinion.  

FALL TOUR IS COMING  
 
Dates: October 18 -21 
 
Where: Peru, IL.  
 
Register: As soon as possible 
to: Bob Markert  
4600 Stonewall  
Downers Grove, IL 60515  

See page 3 for hotel informa-
tion.  
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 NATIONAL NEWS  
For more information on National events see  aaca.org  

October 10 - 13  -  Eastern Fall Meet  
Hersey Region, Hershey, PA.  

 

NEW 
MEMBERS 
 
 
Jackson, Harris & Sue  
160 Apple Tree  
Winnetka, IL 60093  
Cell: 847 -525 -4657  
Email: hhj4657@gmail.com  
Chapter: WA -NS 
AACA #:   /18  
Cars: 1953 Porsche 356 pre -A coupe 
1960 Porsche 356B Cabrio  
1963 Porsche 356B coupe  

 

October TBA  -  Fox Valley will be traveling to 
Long Grove. Contact Dan Sobczyk for informa-
tion.  

October 21 - 26   - Founders Tour ð S. Illinois Re-
gion, Ohio Valley Chapter - Metropolis, Illinois.  
 
November 5 - 9  -  AACA Sentimental Tour ð  
Louisiana Region - Natchez, Mississippi.  

November  4  -  BRIGHTON RUN hosted by the 
Waukegan- North Shore Chapter . More info and 
registration on page 11.  

October 18 ñ21  -   FALL TOUR hosted by Sil-
ver Springs. Exploring Starved Rock area. Hotel 
is La Quinta in Peru, IL. More information and 
registration form on pages 12 -13 

October 10  -  Hope & Heritage Gala and Live 
Charity Auction. At AACA Museum in Hershey, 
PA.  Celebrating the 70th Anniversary of Tucker 
and honoring this yearõs Automotive Heritage 
Award recipient, Gale Halderman, designer of the 
original Mustang. RSVP: 717-566 -7100. 

THE HANDIEST TOOL IN THE  
SHOP 
By John Player  
  

 Itõs an 18ó  crescent wrench.  Others may 
nominate another tool, but let me tell of the many 
novel uses that mine has been put to in addition 
to the mundane chore of turning large nuts.   
 With a shop rag in its jaws, it makes an 
excellent hubcap wrench that wonõt mar plating or 
polished brass.  It is a versatile substitute for an 
assortment of rarely used end -wrenches over one 
inch in size, both in terms of cost and storage 
space.   
 One of my earliest experiences with it was 
in straightening my Model T frame.  The frame 
had some kinks and waves in the edges of the 
channel iron.  These should be straightened cold. 
When eighteen inches of leverage wasnõt enough 
to do the job, a short piece of pipe slipped over 
the handle gave me more.  This is faster, more 
accurate, and doesnõt dent the metal as a hammer 
does.   
 Long pieces of metal such as levers, rods, 
and angle braces can be straightened or bent to a 
desired shape by hand in a vise, but short pieces 
are something else again.  Clamp them in the vise 
and apply leverage with the crescent wrench.  I 
hastate to relate this next experience because 
some may doubt my veracity.  I was attempting to 
loosen and remove several very rusty quarter inch 
bots, using penetrating oil and a small end wrench.  
One after another twisted off.  I tried the big 
crescent wrench, and believe it or not, the rest 
of them unscrewed as nice as you like.  

FROM DECEMBER 1969 SIDELIGHTS  

October 14  -  Pre-War Car Fall Tour. Sponsored 
by Waukegan-North Shore Chapter. More infor-
mation and registration form on page 10.  
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THE 
PRESIDENTõS  
MESSAGE 
 Fall is soon to be upon 
us, and even though we are 
soon to put the touring season 
into the books, we still have several great events 
coming up to attend.  
 
 First is the Fall Tour hosted by the Slver 
Springs Chapter. This year's tour is based in 
Peru, Illinois and looks to be another entertaining 
trip seeing some well known and not so well known 
places and car collections. Make sure to get the 
revistrations for the tour and hotel in soon. See 
you there!  
 
 In a little over a month is Waukegan - 
North Shore Chapter's annual Brighton Run. This 
Chicagoland antique car tradition is always enjoy-
able and one where you can see many cars we may 
not see much through the year. As they unofficial 
closer of the touring season, come on out for that 
one last run before putting the covers on the car 
and bedding them down for the winter.  
 
 Also thank you all who responded to my 
inquiry for input on the show at Cantigny, your 
feedback will be used to help determine how we 
work with the show next year and beyond.  
 
See you further down the road.  
 

 

  Chris 

REMINDER! 
 
Fall Tour is October 18 -21 
headquartered at the La 
Quinta Inn in Peru, Illinois. 
AACA cost is $103.49 + 
10.5% tax per night 
(Thursday through Satur-
day nights).  
 Call (815) 224 - 9000 and mention the Illi-
nois Region of the AACA to get the group rate.         

PINEAPPLE CHERRY DUMP 
CAKE 
Prep 10 minutes 
Cook 40 minutes 
 
24 servings  
228 calories  each 
 
Ingredients:  
n 

¶ 1 (21 ounce) can cherry pie filling  

¶ 1 (15 ounce) can crushed pineapple 

¶ 1 (18.25 ounce) package yellow cake mix 

¶ 8 ounces chopped walnuts or almonds  

¶ 1/2 cup butter  
 
1. In a 9x13 inch pan mix cherries and pineapple. 
Sprinkle dry cake mix over pineapple, and cherry 
mixture, stir until just combined. Then sprinkle 
walnuts over top. Drizzle top with melted butter 
or margarine.  
2.  Bake in a 350 degree F oven for 35 or 40 min-
utes or until golden brown.  

 

JUST FOR LAUGHS 
INSTRUCTIONS ON 
STEERING A CAR 
Taken from Dykes Automobile Ency-
clopedia  -  1921 

 Select a straight road, as wide as possible, 
and with the engine running slowly, throw it into 
low speed.  The car will move forward slowly, and 
it will then be necessary to steer.  The first incli-
nation will be to grip the wheel as tightly as pos-
sible, but after a little running a light grip will be 
found sufficient.  At this stage it is necessary to 
learn SELF CONTROL first and not to get rat-
tled.  

 If the car begins to run off the road, or 
into an obstruction, throw out the clutch and ap-
ply the foot brake so that it comes to a stand-
still.  When the excitement has died down, try 
again, and it will not be long before steering 
comes easily. 

 

https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/7288/dump-cake-i/
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FOX VALLEY TOURS KENDALL 
COUNTY 
By Chris Schurrer  
 On September 15th, the Fox Valley Chap-
ter met in the far outpost of Montgomery, Illi-
nois, the last village before the end of the world, 
for a day of traveling through the Fox River Val-
ley and rural Kendall County.  

 Our first stop of the day was at the fa-
mous Farnsworth House in Plano, built by Mies van 
der Rohe in 1951. We had a guided tour of the 
minimalist home in tune with its surroundings and 
learn about the homes construction, design, and 
the saga between Mies and the homes owner, 
Edith Farnsworth.  

 From there it was across town to the Ken 
Nagel Collection, a large collections of all con-
course quality vehicles from the 1950s through 
the muscle car era. Ken guided us past each and  

The Farnsworth House surrounded by nature it 
was built to compliment.  

Ken describing the unique features on a Crown 
Victoria.  

every car and discussed its features. Many of the 
cars have very unique features that make it one 
of a few or even one of one.  
 From there it was back to the end if the 
earth at Montgomery for a great meal at South 
Moon Barbecue, housed in the old floor mill in 
downtown to end our great day in the country.  

LAKE COUNTY FAIRGEROUNDS  
By Chris Schurrer  
 On September 23rd, a few of us from the 
Waukegan - North Shore Chapter had an informal 
gathering at the Lake County Fairgrounds for the 
Farm Heritage Show.   

 There was a good collection of farm trac-
tors of different vintages and makes, as well as 
food and craft vendors inside and out. They also  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
had wood sawing, blacksmithing, and rope making 
demonstrations. The tractor parade in the after-
noon was the finale.  
 It was a good event to spend some lei-
surely time with some familiar faces.  

Our members cars grouped at the show (Wendell 
Stevenson's Mercury, Tom Risley's Ford, Chris 

Wendell Stevenson at the helm of his Farmall 
Tractor and Steve Kolish riding "towbar gun."  


