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FALL TOUR REPORT 
By Pat Markert/ pictures from Joan Murray, 
John Palka and Chris Schurrer  
 
 We could not have asked for more perfect 
weather for a Fall Tour  -  it was in the 70õs and 
sunny every day of the trip! How often does that 
happen? We had a small group of 22 members 
who braved the trip around the lake and the road 
construction in Indiana to join the tour. We all 
arrived at the hotel in Hastings at about the 
same time and decided to go out for dinner as a 
group. We arrived, unannounced, at the Seasonal 
Grille and asked to be seated together. The staff 
handled us really well; they had us seated in a 
group in short order and wwere ready to take our 
orders. Service was good; food was good and con-
versation was the best.  
 The next morning, we set out on the tour 
with a short trip to the Demming collection.  

Since 1957, 
Dick Deming 
took his pas-
sion for auto-
mobiles and 
turned it into a 
thriving busi-
ness. Today his 
son, Rob, and 
his wife have 
taken over the 
business and 
continued the 
tradition.  

 His collection also includes some pedal 
cars as well as larger vehicles, like buses.  

1957 Buick Caballero in the proc-
ess of being restored.  

 
The Lane Cooper 
tractor pedal car 
on the right was 
also one of their 
restoration pro-
jects.  

This 1953 Oldsmo-
bile was beautifully 
restored.  

 We left the collection and, only a few 
miles away, we entered Charlton Park. This park is 
one manõs dream for preservation of the past. In 
1936 Irving Charlton donated the land to the 
county in honor of his parents.  His collection of 
objects allowed the creation of a typical Michigan 
village of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  

Carpenter & 
Cooper Shop. 
The cooper 
made barrels 
and the carpen-
ter repaired 
anything made 
of wood.  
          Continued page 4 
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 NATIONAL NEWS  
For more information on National events see  aaca.org  

November 5  -   Brighton Run . Hosted by Wau-
kegan-North Shore Chapter. Contact Chris 
Schurrer 815 -344 -3775 for more information.  
FLYER ON PAGE 22. 

December 10 ñWaukegan-North Shore 
CHRISTMAS PARTY at  Parkway on the Lake at 
12:30 pm. Cost to members is $14.00  Harold 
Flood 847 -223 -4186 is contact. More information 
on page 23. 

November 11  -   BOARD MEETING HOSTED 
by Des Plaines Valley. Meering will be held at the 
Bourbonnais Public Library .  

December 31 ñ BOARD BALLOTS DUE . Ballots 
for candidates running for the Region Board are 
due by December 31.  

January  6 -   Silver Springs CHRISTMAS 
PARTY will be held at Village Courtyard Restau-
rant. More information to follow.  

January 27, 2018  -  Fox Valley CHRISTMAS 
PARTY at Bohemian Crystal Restaurant at 639 
Blackhawk Dr, Westmont, IL 60559. More infor-
mation to follow.  

January 28  -  Bradenton, FL.  
Hosted by Sunshine Region  
49th Annual Devereaux -Kaiser  
        Antique Car Meet  
Contact Ed Smnith 941 -924 -0343/    
        eehs@msn.com 

February 8 - 10  -  AACA Annual Meeting  
Philadelphia, PA 

March 2 - 3  -  Special Winter Meet  
Annual Grand National  
San Juan, Puerto Rico  
CANCELLED 

April 5 - 7  -  Southeastern Spring  
                        Meet  
Hosted by Hornetõs Nest Region 
Charlotte, North Carolina  
Questions? citaaca@windstream.net  

April 20 - 21  -  Western Spring  
                              Meet  
Hosted by Tucson Region  
Meet Chair: Tom Mulligan  
520 -325 -7247/ tmulligansr@aol.com  

May 11 - 12  -  Central Spring Meet  
Auburn, IN.  

May 31 ðJune 2   -  Annual Grand 
                                      National  
Greensburg, PA. 
Hosted by Western PA Region  
For more information contact:  
President John Kuhns  
2552 Raymond Ave./ Latrobe, PA 15650  
412-558 -0994  

BALLOTS 
TO VOTE 
FOR NEW 
BOARD 
MEMBERS 
will be arriving very 
soon in your mail box.. 
Please be sure to vote.  

 
 
HAPPY 
THANKS-
GIVING! 
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THE ACTING  
PRESIDENTõS  
MESSAGE 
 
 

Hi All,  
 The Region Fall Tour was the last event of 
the Illinois Region for 2017 as many of our an-
tiques are going into winter hibernation.  
 I especially enjoyed the visit to the Gil-
more Car Museum. The 90 acre site consisted of 
buildings dedicated to cars, trucks, farm vehicles 
and motorcycles  -  most of which are for one 
specific car model, such as GM models, Ford mo-
tor cars, a great collection of Franklins and 
Pierce-Arrows, and classic models by the Classic 
Car Club.  I loved the number of òoldó antique 
models which I do not see at other collections, 
car shows and cruises.   
 These autos started the AACA National 
Club. Refer to other articles in this issue of Side-
lights for further details and photos.  
 If you have not seen the present Gilmore 
Museum take the time to do so.  It is a few hours 
away and it will take a day or two to really appre-
ciate it. There are places to stay near the site.  
 I also liked the Kellogg Manor. You can 
spend a day or two viewing this multi -site attrac-
tion, now part of Michigan State University.  
 Bye for now and get your baby ready for 
winter.  

   Bob 

FROM THE  
EDITORõS 
DESK. . .  
 

 

Hi All,  
 I have a friend who is retired and all she 
does is sit at home waiting to die. I have a cousin 
who recently retired and tells me he is bored to 
tears. I feel sorry for both of them. I advised 
them to get busy: to volunteer somewhere, to of-
fer to help at the local school, the local library, 
the local hospital  -  to DO something.  
 I donõt have to do that. Some 15+ years 
ago, Bob joined the Illinois Region and, in typical 
Bob fashion, got himself (and me) involved in help-
ing out wherever he (and I) could.  
 So I find myself being busier now than 
when I worked full time. This is not just due to 
the car club. I also crochet hats & scarves for 
the homeless; I crochet baby blankets for the 
indigent; I babysit for my grandchildren; I get 
together with friends and family to have fun and 
keep in touch.  
 So, consider this column a òthank youó to 
my hubby and to the Illinois Region and its chap-
ters for keeping me busy and interested in things 
outside my home.  
 Pay attention, hubby, I may not say this 
again. I am glad you joined this club. Thank you.  
  
 

    Pat 

Autumn Pumpkin Mousse 
 

Chris Schurrer found this 
recipe in his motherõs col-
lection.  
 
 

1 "four -serving" size  pkg.  
  Jello butterscotch  
    pudding 
1 1/4 cup milk  
1 cup canned pumpkin 
1/4 tsp ground cinnamon  
1/4 tsp. ground nutmeg  
1/4 tsp. ground ginger  
1 cup thawed Cool Whip  

 
Mix first 6 ingredients.  
 
Beat until well blended.  
 
Fold in Cool Whip and spoon into dessert 
glasses.  
 
Top with dollop of Cool Whip and garnish.   
 
To garnish, you can use pecans, crumbled ginger 
snaps or just a sprinkle of cinnamon.  
 
Makes 5 servings.  
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FALL TOUR continued  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A short drive along lovely scenic roads brought us 
to the main event for Friday  -  the Gilmore Mu-
seum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Gilmore Museum began in early 1960 
when Donald Gilmore began collecting vintage 
automobiles. To accommodate his growing collec-
tion, he acquired a 90 acre site in Hickory Cor-
ners, MI. His wife, Genevieve, persuaded him to 
turn his collection into a museum so that these  

Dick 
Murray 
strolls 
through the 
lovely vil-
lage at 
Charlton.  

One of the beautiful scenes that greeted mem-
bers on the tour.  

thinking what a beautiful place for a wedding.  

wonderful cars could be shared with the public. 
The museum opened on July 31, 1966. 
 Today this museum is the largest car mu-
seum in North America with over 190,000 sq. ft. 
of exhibit space including a 1941 Silk City Diner, a 
replica 1931 Shell station and 6 other partner 
museums as well as 400 vehicles. 

 
 
1903  
Michigan 
Runabout ñ 
the first 
production 
vehicle built 
in Kalamazoo. 

This is a 1937 Pierce Arrow Travelodge Model A. 
Their advertising motto was òTravel with Pierce 
Arrow luxury.ó 

 
 
This is a  
replica of a 
1886 Benz  
Patent Motor-
wagen 

Church at 
Charlton Park: 
This 1885 
Gothic Revival 
Church served 
as a Method-
ist Episcopal 
Church until 
1972 when it 
was moved to 
the park. I 
couldnõt help 
thinking what 
a beautiful 
place this 
would be for a  wedding.  


