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FALL TOUR REPORT 
By Pat Markert/pictures courtesy of Bob Mark-
ert, Don Juday and Dan Sobczyk  
 With cold noses and warm hearts, Region 
members met at the Comfort Inn in Jackson, MI 
to embark on this yearõs fall tour hosted by the 
Des Plaines Valley Chapter.  
 The weather was a little brisk, but it did-
nõt stop us from having a wonderful time. The col-
ors were beautiful, the roads were empty of 
traffic (except for us) and we got the full flavor 
of òPure Michigan.ó 
 Here are some pictures to give you a fla-
vor for what we saw and did.  
 

The whole group posed in front of the entrance to the International Michigan Speedway. L to R: Ed & 
Bev Armatys, John Rosentreter & Audrey behind Dan & Darlene Sobczyk, Lee & Nancy Nelson with 
Betty Klafta in the blue hat hiding behind Leeõs left shoulder and Tom Barosso behind Nancy Nelson, 
Chris Schurrer, Don & Nancy Juday in front with Alicia & Wendell Stevenson behind, Shirley Salm, Jim 
& Laura McDonald, Bob Markert, Ron Pavlak, Barb & Ted Griffin, and, finally, Jeanne & Paul Marcotte.  

 Fridayõs tour began with a quick trip to the 
Leo Warren car collection. This little gem of a 
collection was housed in several buildings behind 
Warrenõs home.  

 
 
Don Juday 
and Ron 
Pavlak in-
spect this 
1955 
Oldsmobile 
Starfire.  
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 NATIONAL NEWS  
For more information on National events see  aaca.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

November 5 -7  
Central Fall Meet  
Houma, LA. 
Host: Lagniappe Chapter/  
                      Louisiana Region 
Contact: Fred Duplechin  
985 -803 -0672  
centralfall2015@gmail.com  

February 11-13, 2016 
AACA Annual Meeting  
Philadelphia, PA  
717-534 -1910 

March 17 -19, 2016 
Winter Meet  
Naples, Marco Island Region  
Naples, Florida  

April 7 -10, 2016 
Southeastern Spring Meet  
Hornets Nest Region  
Charlotte, North Carolina  
704 -847 -4215 

NOVEMBER 14  REGION Board Meeting 
hosted by Momence chapter at Bourbonnais Pub-
lic Library at 250 W. John Casey Road 10:30  

JANUARY 16, 2016 REGION Board Meeting 
and Annual Members Meeting  hosted by Region 
Board 

APRIL 3, 2016 Region Swap Meet at Don 
McCue Chevrolet  

TOUR OF ILLINOIS CAR  
COLLECTIONS  
By Mike Miner  
 The Indiana Region 
CLC and the Indiana Lincoln 
& Continental Owners Club 
are having a tour on Novem-
ber 7 & 8 in the Urbana, IL 
area. 
 Illinois Region mem-
bers have also been invited.  We will visit the 
Frasca Air Field for their war birds exhibit. We 
are visiting 3 car collections: the Zumdahl collec-
tion, the Allen Strong collection and, just added, 
the Royce Baier collection.  
 If you are interested in joining the tour, 
contact Mike Miner at 815-473 -4504 or John 
Madden at 312 -543 -4483.  
 The group hotel is the Eastland Suites Ho-
tel, 1907 N. Cunningham Ave., Urbana, IL 61802. 
Phone: 217-367 -8331/ $89 plus tax is the group 
rate.  Email: for more details, see page 13.  

JANUARY 30, 2016 CHRISTMAS PARTY. Fox 
Valley at Bohemian Crystal in Westmont  

JANUARY 9, 2016 CHRISTMAS PARTY Silver 
Springs Chapter at Village Courtyard Restaurant.  

DECEMBER 13  CHRISTMAS PARTY  Wauke-
gan-North Shore Chapter at  Parkway on the 
Lake 

DECEMBEER 19  -   CHRISTMAS PARTY Mo-
mence Chapter at Hilton Garden Inn in Kankakee.  

CHAPTER CONTACTS  
Des Plaines Valley   President: Lee Nelson   
     815-729 -0366     l-n522@juno.com 
Fox Valley   President: Dan Sobczyk   
     847 -428 -0247    dansobczyk@yahoo.com  
Momence          President: Ernie Hart   
     815-472 -6207     edgetown5@aol.com  
Silver Springs  President: Al Matison  
     815-414-1239       almatison@hotmail.com  
Chapter meetings are held the third Wednesday 
of every month at member homes.  
Waukegan- North Shore  President: Bob Grutza  
     847 -295 -6996     bob.grutza@yahoo.com  
 Chapter meetings are held the second Friday of 
the month September through May (excepting 
December ) at the Gorton Community Center 400 
E. Illinois Rd., Lake Forest, IL.  

BEFORE THE  
HOLIDAY SEASON  
Send in your dues!  
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  FROM THE EDITORõS 
DESK . . .  
 In Septemberõs Speedster there were 
several stories about the upcoming show at Her-
shey. The one that caught my eye was a story 
about the HAGERTY CHALLENGE.  
 The premise is that 4 car nuts who work 
for Hagerty Insurance would take a 1946 1/2 ton  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ford pickup body they found sitting behind a barn 
since 1962; they would bring it to Hershey, find 
all the parts needed to rebuild the truck at the 
swap meet so that not only would it run, but run 
well enough that they could drive it the 750 miles 
home. They would have 100 hours to accomplish 
this feat.  
 Now, as my readers know, I am not really a 
òcar guyó. But there was something about this 
challenge that 
caught my fancy. 
So, during Her-
shey week, I 
checked in on this 
challenge to see 
how things were 
going. I found it 
interesting. If you 
think you might 
also, I encourage 
you to go to 
Hagerty.com, 
hover over the 
tab for articles 
and videos and 
then click on 
òSwap to Street 
Challenge.ó  Enjoy! 
 
 

THE PRESIDENTõS  
MESSAGE 
 The obvious reasons 
for membership in the Illi-
nois Region are the Region 
Roster , the website and the 
nationally recognized news-
letter, Sidelights . The Swap 
Meet, Vintage Car Show and 
Spring and Fall Tours round off the list.  
 More important membership benefits may 
be the relationships we shape and the friendships 
we build - in many instances, relationships that we 
would not have had without Region membership. 
At the banquet of the Fall Tour in Jackson, MI 
there were members from Brookfield, LaGrange 
Park, Momence, Bourbonnais, Johnsburg, East 
Dundee, McHenry, Lockport, Wadsworth, Onarga, 
Willowbrook, Darien, and Glenview. Antique car 
enthusiasts from the Regionõs wide geographic 
range shared stories, renewed friendships and 
initiated new ones. Without the Region such an 
opportunity would be difficult to find.  Our com-
mon interest seems to shrink the distance be-
tween us. Thatõs what the Region is all about ð 
sharing our hobby and building friendships.      
 By now everyone should have received 
their Illinois Region Membership Renewal Form 
from Membership Chairs Joe and Linda Dolezal. 
Some of you may have already completed the 
form and written the check. Thank you! For those 
of you who havenõt, please consider doing so, and 
soon. You wouldnõt want to miss any issues of the 
Sidelights  and a current Region Roster provides 
a contact list that is always important for an òold 
car guy (or gal)ó to have.  
 As the oldest of the Antique Automobile 
Club of America, the Region has a rich history 
and tradition that cannot be matched. That his-
tory and tradition are additional benefits of Re-
gion membership. From my point of view, the his-
tory, the tradition, the Swap Meet, the Vintage 
Car Show, the newsletter, the roster, the Tours, 
the friendships and, most certainly, the fun and 
enjoyment are all benefits received from mem-
bership. Thatõs why Iõll continue to support the 
Region and its activities by renewing my member-
ship for 2016. Please do the same!      
 

Don 

The Hagerty Insurance team:  Davin, Tara, Brad 
and Matt.  

The truck on the trip back to 
Traverse, Michigan.  

The beginning truck.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ewVMaDZlOp0spbvGUjtE1gxk2hdJSRLIAtgt698R49K43QT8IB2ZLT0cejnWlqLoXSyZ2bwu1dWI0wOq3HyQ072Qk_fymRfxgsZVD50b3CwU-50dYx7OlywDdPqtcGxi222mdg6BYQMbbzAR71QedN8m_QMfRhM_sojJbH2iumwqbuJuc6nh5l2m3dmwUG1igHlbDLc37Re2nZU1DUgOmZopzbAyiNlZ-zWp

